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“These are the times that try men’s souls.” Thus begins
<smmmmm | NOMas Paine’s famous article on “The_Crisis,” publi_shed
] on December 23, 1776. As | write my introductory piece,
Editor: the New York Times diagnoses a “leadership breakdown”
Martin Heusser in the United States because the first rescue plan for the
Englisches Seminar, country’s teetering financial system failed in Congress.
Universitat Zirich, Switzerland The situation in Europe is only marginally better. The

governments of Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxem-
burg had to bail out Fortis N.V. with 11.2 billion Euros.
EAAS banks with Fortis. They are the administrators of
our Amsterdam Trust Fund whose fortunes were already

E-mail: heusser@eaas.eu

a concern during the EAAS Board Meeting in May. The
Webmaster: interim report that Fortis prepared for us on September 29
Hans-Jiirgen Grabbe is not critical. Still, we do not know what trials and tribu-
Zentrum fiir USA-Studien lations may lie ahead.

The situation today is a far cry from September 2000,
when Josef Jafab wrote his words of welcome as EAAS
President. Reflecting on his experiences before and after
1989, he spoke of America as “one of the most dreamed
of alternatives” for Eastern Europeans and marveled at the
~Smmmmm—=  new Europe that was being constructed and its fruitful re-
Website: lationship with the United States as reflected in the theme
of the 2002 Bordeaux conference: “The United States of /
http://www.eaas.eu in Europe.” Two years later, Marc Chénetier described the
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strengths of European Americanists and spoke of chal-
lenges to be met and evolutions to be encouraged. We
should “bank on ever-renewed intellectual resources,”
and indeed we should. The crisis of the international
financial system may hurt us
materially but shall not bring us
down. The crises of European-
American relations and within
the European Union will only
strengthen our resolve to be- §Ws
come “a more perfect union” of | =
Americanists and to continue in '
the development of specific and
innovative themes and methods
of research and teaching.

During its meetings in Oslo,
the EAAS Board discussed the
future of American Studies in B
Europe extensively and judi- |
ciously. We have grown to twen-
ty-one national and multination-
al organizations. Ahead of us
lies the daunting task of embrac-
ing Americanists in countries
not yet represented in EAAS
and at the same time keeping
our association functional. We
have therefore established a committee to make sug-
gestions for the reform of EAAS which includes Hans
Bak (NASA), Daniele Fiorentino (AISNA), Julia Ste-
fanova (BASA), Jopi Nyman (NAAS), Tatiana Vene-
diktova (RSAS), and Reinhold Wagnleitner (AAAS).
The findings of the committee will be discussed during
the April 2009 Board Meeting in Zurich.

Our conferences have always been the primary in-
strument in shaping European American Studies. In
his preparatory notes for the EAAS founding confer-
ence of 1954 in Salzburg,

Handover Meeting in the Touraine

tions. Those of you who have not been privy to Board
meetings might be interested in learning how we ar-
rived at the 2010 conference theme: It was Jazz aficio-
nado and performer Reinhold Wagnleitner who sug-
gested something along the lines
of the Righteous Brothers no. 1
hit of 1964 (16 weeks at the top
of the U.S. charts), “You’ve Lost
That Lovin‘ Feelin’.” Several
discussants criticized the down-
beat nature of the song. Thanks
to Oslo University’s efficient
wireless LAN, | then called up
the official Bob Dylan web site
that lists all his songs and has all
the lyrics from “10,000 Men” to
“You’re No Good.” For obvious
reasons neither qualified, but
“Forever Young” sounded like
a responsible compromise. The
rest went like a breeze. The call
for workshops is published else-
where in the Newsletter.

Many initiatives that were
launched during the past four
years have come to fruition: Es-
tablished by a group of young
literary scholars at the 2006 EAAS Biennial Con-
ference in Cyprus, the European Study Group for
Nineteenth-Century American Literature has received
enthusiastic support of academics from all over Eu-
rope. Participants from the Czech Republic, England,
France, Germany, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Spain,
and Turkey made the group’s inaugural and follow-
up meetings at Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan,
Poland in October of 2006 and 2007 a great success.
The third meeting took place in Turkey at Istanbul’s

Fatih University in 2008,

Sigmund  Skard wrote: ﬁ;m‘ e Lovatiiags. PV -;J,’ Ahng | @Nd the next conference
“Break the loneliness. R [ e = s — will be held in Octo-
Many here — but usually I”i"‘ﬁf‘ : Eﬂ.am ber, 2009 in Paris on the
alone!” With memories Not cawed - work of Margaret Fuller.
of the 27th conference in VA < fns = The American Studies
the proto-Mediterranean o j”_"i Network of EAAS is still
setting of beautiful Oslo (A b""l }"‘"" : growing and has recently

still on my mind (thank
you again, David, Ole), |
can say: We are many, but
we are family. The next reunion, in 2010, will be in
Dublin on the theme “’Forever Young’? The Changing
Images of America.” Our hosts, the Irish Association
for American Studies and Trinity and University Col-
leges Dublin, have already begun with their prepara-

“Break the loneliness”

embraced two new mem-

bers: Oxford Universi-

ty’s Rothermere Ameri-

can Institute (http://www.rai.ox.ac.uk/index.html) and

the Heidelberg Center for American Studies (http://
www.hca.uni-hd.de/en/).

The most important recent EAAS enterprise has

been the founding of the European Journal of Ameri-
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can Studies. Thanks to the dedicated leadership of
Marc Chénetier, the journal quickly came into its own
as a respected voice in academic discourse. Following
the 2006 inaugural issue, a highly competent and en-
thusiastic editorial team led by Pawel Frelik (respon-
sible for contributions in literature, culture, the arts,
and American Studies) and Giles Scott-Smith (history,
the social sciences, and international relations) has al-
ready given us five more issues. EJAS is now listed
in the ASA directory of worldwide American Studies
resources (http://www.theasa.net/journals/). In this
context, I am happy to report that the EAAS Board,
in an e-mail ballot, unanimously voted to make Marc
Chénetier adjunct editor-at-large of the European Jour-
nal of American Studies and web keeper of http://ejas.
revues.org.

Which brings me to the changes at the helm of
our organization. On May 9, 2008, | became the 12th
president of EAAS and Tony Emmerson was elected
treasurer. The handover, this time only involving those
new to their offices, took place from June 13 to 15 in

Marc Chénetier Addressing the EAAS in Oslo
(Photograph by MH)

FAREWELL FROM THE FORMER PRESIDENT

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

As | take leave of you as President of EAAS and settle
into “loafing at my ease observing,” if no longer “a
spear of summer grass,” at least slowly and delight-
fully reddening fall leaves, my first thoughts go to my

Chissay-en-Touraine, the epitome of la douce France.
We had a jolly good time picking raspberries for des-
sert, tasting a wide range of local cheeses and charcute-
rie, and savoring local wines in the beautiful country
house from which our former President now hails. We
also worked our way through a fifteen-point agenda,
with the 2009 Board Meeting and the 2010 Biennial
Conference foremost on our minds. For the past four
years, Marc Chénetier was the formidable voice of
EAAS. He left me his shoes, and they are big indeed.
Building on my own experience of eight years on the
Board—four of them as an officer—and with the help
and ready advice of Vice President Martin Heusser and
Secretary General Jenel Virden, | embrace the task be-
fore me, trusting that you will lend me your support.

Warm greetings to all!
Hans-Jirgen Grabbe
Halle, Sept. 29, 2008

predecessor and to my successor. It was an honor to be
entrusted with our association after Josef Jafab master-
minded the Prague Conference, where | was elected.
It is a pleasure to pass on these wonderfully enrich-
ing responsibilities to President Hans-Jiirgen Grabbe,
with whom, these four years, |1 worked in absolute
confidence and trust; on whom, also, I daily relied for
many matters beyond my ken ; hardly a newcomer, he
has made sure over the course of my mandate that our
finances and statutes were in perfect condition and |
believe EAAS is lucky to have such an efficient and
competent colleague at its head. My gratitude goes out
to both these friends, as well as to previous presidents
who made EAAS the precious tool it has become. It
also goes out to my fellow officers, thanks to whom we
were able to take care of the numerous tasks at hand.
Day after day, they provided their gracious support and
comforted me with their presence. The Board members
know how pleasant | found it to work with them.

It would be difficult to assert that EAAS, of late,
has favored the smoother paths: Not only does our as-
sociation stretch well beyond the limits of the EU, but
during my mandate, | have seen this European Associ-
ation go from Prague to Cyprus to Oslo, the capital of
a country that does not belong to the European Union.
And our next Biennial Conference will take place in
delightful Dublin, the capital of an Ireland that an-
swered the most recent referendum with a resounding
“No” . ... Not to mention the impenetrable European




hiccups of the country where | speak from. ... I have
known easier roads to travel, but do not know better
ways towards our common goals than doggedly testing
possibilities. European Americanists, | believe, should
be exemplary in their openness and initiatives, in dem-
onstrating what can be achieved with good will and
cheerful disregard for unnecessary “obstacles.” Every-
thing I have been witness to on the Board and at Con-
ferences and meetings over the last four years gives
me hope that grass root organizations such as ours will
remain the best illustration of what Europe can be and
the surest bases for its eventual achievements.
Obstacles there are, always, and difficulties of all
sorts. EAAS must face those due to its very successes:
With an ever-growing number of member associations,
complex decisions will have to be made concerning the
modes of representation on the Board, the turnover of
mandates, the sharing of delegates and responsibilities
between national associations; with the emergence and
development of European research groups in Ameri-
can Studies and the growth of our travel grants pro-
gram, the question of finances remains crucial; with
the birth of the European Journal of American Studies,
new collaborations must be secured; new initiatives

will require collective support; the specific identity
and viewpoint of EAAS must be preserved. But bet-
ter growing pains than sclerosis, travel incidents than
immobility. The open road lies ahead. There is much
to invent.

As | write these lines, the CERN’s LHC goes into
operation. | am grateful for this other, more modest,
but no less magical European achievement: the Large
Human Collaborations I enjoyed during this period. It
has been most rewarding to work with all of you and
I will remember fondly a great wealth of moments,
hoard an imposing treasure of knowledgeable minds
and smiling faces.

Thank you Antonis and Thekla, thank you Ole and
David, thank you Giilriz, Martin, Jenel. Thank you
Hans-Jlrgen. Thank you all, dear members of the pio-
neering editorial committee of EJAS. Thank you, dear
European Americanists, for these years of true joy.
And fare well.

September 10, 2008
Marc Chénetier

The Chénetier residence, 9 rue Basse, Chissay-en-Touraine
(Photograph by Hans-Jirgen Grabbe)
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Treasurer: Tony Emmerson, School of History and
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BOARD MEMBERS:
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Isabel Caldeira (APEAA), Instituto de Estudos
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E-mail: mic@ci.uc.pt

Adina Ciugureanu (RAAS), Department of English
and American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius

University Constanta, Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus,
Constanta, Romania
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E-mail: adina.ciugureanu@seanet.ro

Catherine Collomp (AFEA), Université Paris VII -
Denis Diderot, 10 rue Charles V, 75004 Paris, France
Phone: + 33 1 47252656 Fax: 33 1 57275801

E-Mail: collomp@paris7.jussieu.fr

Philip John Davies (BAAS), Eccles Centre for Amer-
ican Studies, The British Library 96, Euston Road,
London NW1 2DB, Great Britain

Phone: +44 (0) 20 7412 7551 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7412
7792

E-mail: Philip.Davies@bl.uk

Daniele Fiorentino (AISNA), School of Literature
and Philosophy, University of Macerata, Palazzo Ugo-
lini, Corso Cavour 2, 62100 Macerata, Italy

Phone: +39 0733 2584036 Fax: +39 0733 2584380
E-mail: dfiorentino@unimc.it

Pawel Frelik (PAAS), Department of American Lit-
erature and Culture, Maria Curie-Sktodowska Univer-
sity, P1. Marii Curie Sktodowskiej 4, 20-031 Lublin,
Poland

Phone: +48 81 5375 389 Fax: +48 81 5375 279
E-mail: pawel.frelik@gmail.com

Stephen Matterson (IAAS), Department of English,
Trinity College, University of Dublin, Dublin 2, Ire-
land

Phone: +353 1 896 1879 Fax: +353 1 671 7114.
E-mail: smttrson@tcd.ie

Marietta Messmer (NASA), Department of American
Studies, University of Groningen, P.O. Box 716, 9700
AS Groningen, The Netherlands

Phone: +31 50 363 8439 Fax: +31 50 363 582
E-mail: m.e.messmer@rug.nl

Jopi Nyman (FASA), Department of Foreign Lan-
guages and Translation Studies, University of Joensuu,
P.0.Box 111, 80101 Joensuu, Finland

Phone: 358 13 251 4331 Fax: 358 13 251 4211
E-mail: jopi.nyman@joensuu.fi

David Rio (AEDEAN), Dpt. Filologia Inglesa, Facul-
tad de Letras, University of the Basque Country (UPV/
EHU), P. Universidad 5, 01006 Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain




Phone: +34-945-013975 Fax: +34-945-013200
E-mail: david.rio@ehu.es

Julia Stefanova (BASA), Executive Director, Bulgar-
ian-American Fulbright Commission, 17 Alexander
Stamboliiski Blvd., 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Phone: 359 2 981 8567 Fax: 359 2 988 4517

E-mail: jstefanova@fulbright.bg

Yuri V. Stulov (BELAAS), American Studies Cen-
ter, European Humanities University, 3 P. Brovki St.,
Minsk 220000, Belarus

Phone: +375 17 232 7036 Fax: +375 17 2315062
E-mail: stulov@yahoo.com

Meldan Tanrisal (ASAT), Department of American
Culture and Literature, Hacettepe University, 06532
Beytepe, Turkey

Phone: +90 312 297 8500/8520 Fax: +90 312 299
2085

E-mail: meldant@hacettepe.edu.tr

Lehel Vadon (HAAS), Department of American Stud-
ies, Eszterhazy Karoly College, Egészseghadz u. 4,
3300 Eger, Hungary

Phone: +36 36 520 400/3041

E-mail: Ivadon@ektf.hu

Tatiana Venediktova (RSAS), MSU, Department of
Philology, 41, Leninsky prosp., Moscow 117334, Rus-
sia

E-mail: vened@philol.msu.ru

and vtatiana@mtu-net.ru

Reinhold Wagnleitner (AAAS), Department of His-
tory, University of Salzburg, Rudolfskai 42, 5020
Salzburg, Austria

Phone: +43 662 8044 4733 Fax: +43 662 8044 4133
E-mail: reinhold.wagnleitner@sbg.ac.at

Smaragda Yemenetzi-Malathouni (HELAAS), Ar-
istotle University of Thessaloniki, School of English,
Department of American Literature and Culture, 54124
Thessaloniki, Greece

Phone: +30 2310 99 74 74

E-mail: yemene@enl.auth.gr

Oslo Harbor sunset (Photograph by MH)
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MINUTES OF THE EAAS EXECUTIVE OFFICERS' MEETING
8,9 and 12 May, Oslo, Norway

Participants

8,9, and 12 May

Officers: Marc Chénetier (President), Martin Heusser
(Vice President and representative of SANAS), Jenel
Virden (Secretary General), Hans-Jurgen Grabbe
(Treasurer and representative of DGfA)

Board Members: Marcel Arbeit (CSAA), Isabel Cal-
deira (APEAA), Catherine Collomp (AFEA), Philip
John Davies (BAAS), Jerzy Durczak (PAAS), Rodi-
ca Mihaila (RAAS), Meldan Tanrisal (ASAT), Lehel
Vadon (HAAS), Smaragda Yemenedzi-Malathouni
(HELAAS)

8 and 9 May

Board Members: Hans Bak (NASA ad interim), Jesus
Benito (AEDEAN), Gert Buelens (BLASA ad inter-
im), W. Anthony Emmerson (IAAS), Daniele Fioren-
tino (AISNA), Jopi Nyman (NAAS), Julia Stefanova
(BASA), Tatiana Venediktova (RSAS), Reinhold
Wagnleitner (AAAS)

8 May

Other Participants: David C. Mauk, Ole Moen (Oslo
organizers,Item 9), Pawel Frelik, Kees van Minnen
(EJAS editors, Item 24)

12 May

Board Members: Stephen Matterson (IAAS)

Other Participants: David C. Mauk, Ole Moen (Item
27)

Item 1: Introductory Remarks of the President
Marc Chénetier (MC) began by thanking David Mauk
for his hard work in preparing everything for the up-
coming conference. He welcomed new members on
the Board: Jopi Nyman for the Nordic Association,
Philip Davies for the British Association and Smarag-
da Yemenedzi-Malathouni for the Greek Association.
MC also noted the fact that Hans Bak would be stand-
ing in for Jaap Verheul (NASA) and Gert Buelens for
Gilbert Debusscher (BLASA). Yuri Stulov (BELAAS)
was unable to attend.

Item 2: Minutes of the Wittenberg Board Meeting,
12-14 April 2007
Minutes accepted.

Item 3: Report of the Officers’ Meeting in Oslo,
23-24 February 2008

The report on the meeting of the officers in Oslo in
February appeared in the last ASE Newsletter. The of-
ficers enjoyed a good two days with the Oslo organiz-
ers David Mauk and Ole Moen viewing the venues and
sorting out some of the details.

Item 4: The President’s Message

The organization of the conference took up most of the
officers’ time. The day-to-day operating and follow-
up of items between conferences proceeded as usual
over the course of the last year. 11l health required that
MC could not accept two invitations as president of
EAAS—one to the United States and one to the Ro-
thermere Institute in Oxford, England. MC wrote a
reaction to an article about American Studies for the
European Journal of American Culture as President
of EAAS. The President thanked his fellow officers
for help throughout the year, noting that the Secretary
General sent out a lot of information and EAAS Board
members need to be sure to respond to correspondence
from the officers in a timely fashion. He also thanked
the Vice President for his work on the newsletter and
the Treasurer for his work on the web site and archives.
MC announced that the Board is due to meet with the
editors of the EJAS the following day. Several issues
arose with regard to the Journal throughout the year
including problems with some of the members of the
editorial board who could not devote enough time to
the work. As a result two more have been invited onto
the Board: Theresa Saxon (BAAS) and Jean-Yves Pel-
legrin (AFEA). Three issues are out and the next is
opening in June which means that the operation of the
journal has become routine in the sense that a general
rhythm has emerged. MC noted that we need to discuss
the general turnover of members of the EJAS Board.
There is also the issue of the membership of the EAAS
Board. This links naturally with new requests for
memberships to EAAS. EAAS has been contacted by
Serbia as well as receiving a last minute request about
membership from Albania, Montenegro and Macedo-
nia. This will come up later in the agenda. The offi-
cers are in the process of selecting the winners of the
next travel grants and have given some travel funds to
young scholars to a small conference in Turkey. This
should be something that EAAS continues to sponsor
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and encourage. MC also thanked the French Associa-
tion for its efforts in bringing in doctoral students by
sponsoring their attendance at the latest conference.

Item 5: Report of the Treasurer

Hans-Jlrgen Grabbe (HJG) noted that one of the re-
sponsibilities of the Treasurer is overseeing the trav-
el grants. At first EAAS had been giving out about
10 grants of approximately 2000 Euros each but the
Treasurer had hoped that this would get further pub-
licity. This year we have had 20 applications which
the officers are currently assessing to determine who
should receive awards. Applicants came from all over
Europe. HJG noted that the Board needed to decide
whether or not it wants to keep the Intra-European
grant as most applications are for Trans-Atlantic trips.
HJG also discussed the total membership of EAAS
noting that the statistics indicate that the number of
members in many of our member associations is in de-
cline. Rodica Mihaila (RAAS) asked that results of the
travel grant applications be sent to the representatives
of the EAAS Board so that they can report back to
their national associations as soon as the decisions are
made. HJG agreed to this. Philip Davies pointed out
that BAAS membership figures will be higher later in
the year as the figure on 1 January only includes those
people who have paid by that date. HJG asked PD to
ask the BAAS Treasurer to report the higher figure.
Jopi Nyman asked about this in relation to the overall
decline in Humanities and American Studies through-
out Europe which goes back to a deeper issue of con-
tinuity. The Bulgarian Association asked for clarifica-
tion about membership which is based only on dues
paying members of the national associations. It was
suggested that it would be better to change the date
of membership census to December 31st for collec-
tion of dues. HJG then gave an account of the Income
and Expenses for EAAS for the year 2007. He noted
that there have been some losses due to the current
interna-tional financial situation. MC thanked HJG for
his hard work over the years which have turned around
the finances of the EAAS over the course of his tenure
as Treasurer.

Item 6: Report on the Amsterdam Trust Fund and
EAAS Financial Policies

Hans Bak, the steward of the Amsterdam Trust Fund,
distributed information about the Trust Fund accounts
of 2007. For the first time in many years rather than
experiencing a growth we have experienced a small
decline. The Board made a decision two years ago to
change asset management and it is difficult to know
if this has made the small loss or if it is the current

financial situation. The current financial situation is
quite worrying and looks to continue throughout 2008.
However, the Amsterdam Fund is not down as badly
as the general market. HB circulated a letter from the
bank advising on the trust fund. HB proposes that we
follow the advice of the bank and basically do nothing
at this point and then re-evaluate at the end of the sec-
ond quarter of 2008. HJG agreed with this advice not-
ing that it is best not to rush to change at this stage. Our
alternative funds were invested in real estate. It might
be possible to return to a more conservative portfolio
but it would probably be best to wait at this point.

Item 7: Report of the Vice President and Newslet-
ter

Martin Heusser (MH) gave a brief report as Vice Presi-
dent. He thanked his fellow officers for cooperation
throughout the year. As far as the newsletter goes,
the most important issue has to do with typography.
When any copy comes to MH he needs to be told what
format is used. Submissions should be in a PDF file
so that special characters are clear, e.g. the Polish L.
Specialized spellings with non-ASCII format need to
be clear. Those submitting copy should put ASE for
Ameri4 can Studies in Europe (EAAS) in the subject
line to make sure MH knows they are for the newslet-
ter. Hllustrations, diagrams, etc. can be accommodated
as well. MC congratulated MH on his presentation of
the newsletter and photos.

Item 8: Report of the Secretary General

Jenel Virden (JV) discussed the preparations for the
conference which mostly includes the collection and
distribution of data. She noted several problems with
information that had come in with odd formatting. HIG
agreed that non-standard characters are indeed a prob-
lem. He suggested that for the future, once proposals
are collected from various sources, the Secretary Gen-
eral send them out to the Board members to check the
names and also to check that all of the proposals from
people from their country are members of their respec-
tive associations. This is a requirement for the EAAS
conference and will of course require that all Board
members respond to the Secretary General rapidly.

Item 9: Pre-Conference Report of the Oslo Organ-
izers

David Mauk (DM) and Ole Moen (OM) gave a report
about the conference. In general the arrangements have
gone well. DM reported that the US Embassy is very
concerned about security in Oslo as elsewhere which
has resulted in the situation where the final arrange-
ments for the reception at the Ambassador’s House
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will only allow for 150 people despite many requests
to accommodate the full 300 attending the conference.
It has been arranged that sponsors of the conference
would go first on the list, then the Board members so
that there is at least one representative of each member
organization. After this it would be on a first come first
serve basis. Those who cannot make the Ambassador’s
residence reception have been offered an alternative at
a restaurant with DM having negotiated a rebate. MC
noted that this was unfortunate and a debate ensued
about the possibility of any last minute alternatives
and it was clear that there were none. DM reported
that the program folders should be full of all possible
details for alternative activities. DM also reported that
as recently as yesterday one of the workshop leaders
discovered a typographical error in the program. Sat-
urday was listed as May 11th which might cause some
confusion. This and other corrections will go up on
the announcement board. MC took this opportunity to
thank Ole Moen who had not been present at the ear-
lier Item 1 in which MC had thanked the local organ-
izers. OM noted that everyone is catered for for the
cruise and everyone is being subsidized by 50 Norwe-
gian crowns each.

Item 10: Items for the General Meeting

MC went over the General Meeting agenda. MC re-
minded the Board that the General Meeting is a con-
sultative and not a deliberative body. Hans Bak agreed
to discuss the Amsterdam Fund at the end of the Treas-
urer’s report.

Item 11: Any Other Pre-Conference Business
See other items.

Item 12: The EAAS Web Site and Archives

HJG had prepared some statistics on usage of the web
site for the entire year 2007. The web site experienced
49,317 individual hits. The Oslo conference was the
most common item accessed. Downloads of the most
recent ASE Newsletter numbered 953. He also showed
the level of access by country. Discussion ensued about
making sure that a listing of ‘newsletter’ appeared on
the first page of the web site in the left hand column so
that those people accessing the newsletter can find it
from the first page. HJG asked members of the Board
who received information about problems accessing
the web site from their constituent members to let him
know what the issues were. The Archives have re-
ceived more material from Sigmund Skard which the
Norwegian scholar had collected for his 1958 survey
of American Studies in Europe. More information is
needed on the more recent past, e.g. the Bordeaux or

Prague conferences. The Nordic Association has put
all of their past newsletters on line.

Item 13: The EAAS Articles

For some time we have been revising our Articles to
that which was agreed upon since the 2006 Cambridge
Board meeting. The Articles are on the EAAS website.
The seat of the association is Lutherstadt Wittenberg,
Germany. Legally we are not a non-profit association
because we are not yet registered as such. These things
need to be arranged and HJG has been trying to take
things further. The court of registry returned the by-
laws to HJG because some clauses do not conform to
legal requirements. One issue is easily resolved: Cur-
rently we can expel associations for nonpayment but
we do not have an appeal process. This needs to be in
place although these types of procedural regulations
are a technicality. The second issue is more tricky, and
it revolves around the question of what an association
is. The standard definition is an organization where the
body from which all power emanates is a general as-
sembly. Our general assembly body is not advisory — it
is just a “question and answer session.” Our real gen-
eral assembly is actually the Board. Some discussion
ensued about the fact that we are a federation. There
are 21 members. We need to make this clear in order
to get it through because we need to get registered as
soon as possible. For example, we could not register
for the EU domain for the web site during the early
registration period because we do not own the rights to
the acronym EAAS. HJG is proceeding and will own
rights for the association in the German and English
name to be reported back at Zurich with a possible
postal ballot taking place before that.

Item 14: The EAAS Book Prize

MC noted that over the last several months HJG has
been involved in dealing with the publication of the
Cyprus and subsequent volumes of conference pro-
ceedings. This led to a review of the list of publica-
tions under the aegis of EAAS. In the process of the
review, HJG noted that Rob Kroes, as past editor of
the EAAS series, had been unstintingly helpful in
the past in promoting EAAS through these publica-
tions and had devoted much work and energy into the
Amsterdam series to make it a success. The officers
thought it would be a good idea to institutionalize a
new prize that bears the name of Rob Kroes. This was
debated by the officers at the Oslo meeting in Febru-
ary where it was decided to ask the Board their opin-
ion on this suggestion. Our new series will include a
publication in the off-year of conference years which
will need help from the EAAS Board itself in terms
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of handing out a prize for the best manuscript. This
would be awarded in the name of Rob Kroes. Daniele
Fiorentino (AISNA) suggested a committee to discuss
the appropriate bylaws, etc. for this new venture. Gert
Buelens (BLASA) suggested calling it a manuscript
prize or publication grant as alternatives. It could be
called the Rob Kroes Prize for an original monograph.
Some discussion ensued about the various methods of
publication that take place throughout Europe and the
lack of specific commercial publishers. Jopi Nyman
(NASA) noted the need to make clear who was eligi-
ble and Tatiana Venediktova (RSAS) noted the idea of
making this open to young scholars. It was agreed that
the details could be sorted out at a later date but that
the idea of the prize named after Rob Kroes would be
presented to the General Meeting.

Item 15: Auditor’s Report and Vote on Budget/Ac-
counting

Tony Emmerson (IAAS) and Jesus Benito (AEDEAN)
looked over the accounts verifying the sums and doing
spot checks on HJG’s accounts and found everything
to be fine. A vote was taken about the accounts and the
Board approved the accounts of the EAAS.

Item 16: Election of President and Treasurer

MC and HJG were both elected in Prague and have
reached the end of their four-year terms. A search and
nominating committee had been established at the
April, 2007 Board meeting in Wittenberg as outlined
in the by-laws. The committee consulted and Hans Bak
reported that they had spoken with the current Board
members about who was available and who was willing
to serve. The communication among committee mem-
bers continued over the next few months. Suggestions
are Hans-Jiirgen Grabbe for President and Tony Em-
merson for Treasurer. MC asked if there were any oth-
er candidates or volunteers. Both candidates accepted
their nominations and expressed their willingness to
take on their roles. Once the candidates had left the
room the remaining Board voted on these candidates.
Both candidates were elected unanimously. Hans Bak
noted that the rule is usually that the outgoing Treas-
urer takes over the Amsterdam Trust Fund but since
Hans-Jlrgen is going on to be President this will not be
practicable. Hans Bak agreed to remain in this role for
the next four years while HIG is President.

Item 17: Application for Membership: Serbia; Joint
Associations

MC received a request from a Serbian colleague some
months ago and entered into a correspondence about
the possibilities of joining EAAS. Most of the mem-
bers of the association were previously members of the
Society for the Study of English. Due to the separation

between Serbia and Montenegro, the Serbian associa-
tion was dissolved and they are now re-applying to both
EAAS and to ESSE. MC asked for more detail and was
then sent information that included a copy of their arti-
cles and a list of possible members. Of the 26 members
on the list many were from a single university. It was
still not clear if the use of the term “English” meant
they were actually looking at English literature. JV re-
ceived an email re: Albania, Montenegro and Macedo-
nia as a joint association. At a time when we are try-
ing to encourage federation among existing members
we are getting requests for even smaller regional areas
of single membership. We also had an approach from
someone from Croatia. The idea would be for them to
get together and organize themselves, after identifying
who the Americanists are and put together an associa-
tion from all these areas based on the idea of the study
of America. MC intends to write to these people to tell
them to indicate who is doing American research and
to put them in touch with each other. Other possibili-
ties could include putting Macedonia in with Greece.
This is problematic on several levels due to past na-
tional conflicts. Bulgaria could approach Macedonia.
MC suggested that it was part of the EAAS duty to try
to ameliorate past feelings and move them into a more
co-operative stance. Currently 27 countries are repre-
sented by 21 Board members.

A long discussion ensued. Rodica Mihaila (RAAS)
asked whether it was possible to put in the EAAS
Articles something about a minimum membership of
national or joint-national organizations. The by-laws
specify that individual membership is possible. Alter-
natively, it would be possible to ask them to work with
neighboring associations. Jopi Nyman from the Nordic
Association noted that since the application from Ser-
bia seemed overwhelmingly tied to one university it
is problematic. HIG noted that some current member
organizations of EAAS do not pay dues at the level
that actually covers the per diems of the attendance of
their representatives at the Board meetings. Jopi Ny-
man suggested that the central criterion should be that
they can show they are established associations with
relevant activities such as conferences. He also noted
that the Nordic Association is not an ideal model of
how a joint association works. There are serious or-
ganizational problems with a “rainbow” association of
several national associations including questions about
what that umbrella organization actually does. Individ-
ual members would have no feed into the EAAS legal
association. Article 5 of the EAAS Articles points out
the possibility of individual ffiliate membership, but a
decision has to be made by the Board with a two thirds
majority.
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The discussion then flowed into a discussion of the
financial situation of EAAS and the potential for
outlining future decisions about where the funds are
spent. Tatiana Venediktova suggested that there might
be other possibilities of people joining based on dis-
cipline rather than national background especially in
the case of east Europeans. Cross-national affiliation
might be a possibility. HIG noted that the issue is not
how many people belong to EAAS, but rather who
sends a representative to the Board. Another possibil-
ity was suggested: Perhaps associations could rotate
their time or representation on the Board. Reinhold
Wagnleitner (AAAS) noted that this is the European
Association and therefore could and should be sure to
take a Europeanist stance. It was suggested that a good
way forward was for a personal letter from the outgo-
ing president to be sent to all the membership about
this topic to outline the difficulties. Julia Stefanova
(BASA) offered to approach Albania and Macedonia
(noting that Serbia was more difficult) and will report
back to see what happens. Another suggestion was a
biennial meeting with two representatives from each
association who then all elect a Board. It was decided
that the applications will be followed up by Julia Ste-
fanova and we will continue the discussion. A small
subcommittee to participate in a discussion of reforms
of EAAS was established and includes Hans Bak, Da-
niele Fiorentino, Julia Stefanova, Jopi Nyman, Tatiana
Venediktova, and Reinhold Wagnleitner.

Item 18: Younger Scholars and Post-Docs; Regional
Meetings

After the earlier approach by the young Americanists
to the EAAS for funding, EAAS tried to support a con-
tinuing forum for young scholars. This did not prove to
be as profitable intellectually as had been hoped. How-
ever, other groupings have come together including a
group in Turkey looking at humor. There was a post-
doctoral meeting of the French Association that includ-
ed participants from other EAAS organizations. MC
encouraged Board members to think along these lines
and see how we can generate more initiatives among
young scholars and doctoral students. HELAAS had
a postgraduate conference which included 90 papers
from all over Europe. It was suggested that reports be
sent to EAAS that might go into the next Newsletter.
Ireland also has a postgraduate conference and BAAS
has made a huge effort to get post-grads involved, of-
ten subsidized by the U.S. Embassy. Philip Davies will
pass this information on to the new post-grad repre-
sentative of BAAS. Regional or sub-discipline initia-
tives are also to be encouraged.

Item 19: 2009 Board Meeting in Zurich

MH noted that there was nothing to be reported as
yet. There are currently re-shufflings taking place in
the university that will lead to significant changes; so
nothing can be settled at this point. The date is not
yet known, but MH will let us know as soon as possi-
ble. There is some problem with gaining rooms for the
meetings. The timing is more likely to be in May rather
than April if that is acceptable. More will be known
in two or three weeks. Having it in May is better ad-
ministratively in order to make a good argument with
the university. Martin will try to gather the information
from the member associations to try to avoid clashes
with the national associations’ annual meetings. HJG
felt that we should keep the traditional April date.

Item 20: 2010 Conference in Dublin

This is Tony Emmerson’s (TE) last meeting as a rep-
resentative of the Irish Association. The Irish Associa-
tion decided that the Irish Representative should be
someone from Dublin because they will be hosting the
conference. TE noted that there was no briefing at the
last business meeting of the Irish Association so he is
not sure what the state of play is with regard to confer-
ence organization. Steven Matterson is coming back to
the Board as Irish representative but at this point there
is no news. MC has visited Dublin in the past year
and reported that it is a very good venue and includes
administrative back-up as well. Some element from
Trinity College will also play a part in the conference.

Item 21: Theme for the 2010 Conference in Dublin
One Board member presented a document outlining
a theme and giving a full description. Unfortunately,
this was the only document to arrive despite a request
from the Secretary General to Board Members to bring
concrete proposals. As a result, the Board then opened
up to the floor for other suggestions for proposals. The
Board debated the final list and decided on the theme
of “*Forever Young’? The Changing Images of Amer-
ica.”

Item 22: 2011 Board Meeting Venue

A general request was made to elicit an invitation for
2011. Daniele offered to go back and see if it would
be possible to organize something in Italy. MC also
offered to look into possibilities in France.

Item 23: 2012 Conference

A problem has arisen as to whether the conference can
go ahead in Halle. There is a concern that once HIG
retires in 2012, the Center for United States Studies
there might not necessarily continue. (N.B. The con-
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tinuation of the Center has since been guaranteed.)
Clearly, HIG could not organize it on his own. He was
also concerned about the workload if he were to be-
come the local organizer in addition to his duties as
President of EAAS. A final decision on the venue for
the 2012 conference needs to be reached next year.

Item 24: Report on the European Journal of Ameri-
can Studies (Pawel Frelik and Kees van Minnen)
MC welcomed two of the editors of the EJAS to the
Board meeting. He asked the editors to give a brief ac-
count of the operation of the Journal over the course of
the last year to bring everyone up-to-date. At the first
meeting of the editorial board in 2006 the committee
was divided by disciplines and both editors will pro-
vide short reports. When articles are submitted to the
committee that require specialist knowledge they then
call upon the advisory board for advice and feedback.
Two issues of the Journal appeared in 2007. 18 arti-
cles for the history side were submitted and 6 were
accepted and posted in the Journal, another 6 are being
re-written and 6 were rejected. The editors are in the
process of preparing a special issue on May 1968 and
the legacy of the 1960s. They have received another 18
articles. 2 are ready for publication and the other pro-
posals are currently being reviewed. To promote EJAS
they have produced flyers that have been distributed to
a number of conferences. The CfP for the special issue
was also sent out to several organizations. The problem
on the side of history is that so far scholars are look-
ing at EJAS as their second or third choice after ma-
jor established hard-copy journals like the Journal of
American History. The literature side does not have a
similar problem. The better known the EJAS becomes
hopefully the sooner this will be resolved. It was noted
that on the EJAS web site, when articles are printed
out, the first page is missing. This is a technical prob-
lem which can be resolved. The editors hope that the
EAAS conference will give them an oppor-tunity to re-
cruit papers, keeping in mind that the conference pro-
cedures will be published at some stage by EAAS. The
policy on this needs clarifying for the editorial board
by EAAS. Another issue revolves around the fact that
the editorial committee will come to the end of their
third year of service. With the possibility of renewing
terms with a maximum of 9 years, there is a possibil-
ity that one or two will not continue and therefore new
editorial committee members will need to be recruited
which is the responsibility of the EAAS Board.

Pawel Frelik then gave a summary of his experiences
on the literature side of the EJAS. Over the past 18
months EJAS has received 34 submissions to the lit-
erature/cultural section. Thirteen have been accepted

and posted, another 14 or so are being reviewed or
prepared for publication while 7 have been rejected
or withdrawn. Several issues have arisen, the most
significant one of which was the problem with some
editorial committee members not being able to con-
tribute fully to the process which has resulted in some
delays. Two new members have been put on the board
and hopefully this will resolve the problem of de-
layed posting of papers in the EJAS. Another issue is
the ambiguous policy toward asking for contributors.
The editorial committee does not want to be flooded
by papers from graduate students in the United States
which has resulted in a somewhat limited promotion of
the journal in the United States. One of the priorities
should be promoting European scholarship but it may
help to open up recruitment. Finally, the editors asked
for a decision on the issue of book reviews for the jour-
nal. Is the Board in favor of integrating the reviews
(currently published on the EAAS web site) with the
EJAS? A meeting will take place this afternoon which
includes Dora Tsimpouki, the EAAS reviews editor,
and a decision needs to be made on this. The question
then arises as to how this will take place. Would Dora
be on the editorial committee or would her work be
taken over by somebody else?

MC thanked Pawel Frelik and Roxana Oltean for hav-
ing done so much work on the literature side due to
other members being unable to contribute fully to the
process of editing. MC will go back and look into the
technical problem once he gets back to France and
investigate the possibilities of changing format. The
Board discussed several points raised by the editorial
committee. The Board agreed that the editors of EJAS
could approach people to submit their papers to the
Journal and JV will include information in her briefing
sessions with the workshop chairs and it will be men-
tioned in the General Meeting. Regarding the recruit-
ment and rotation of mandates to the editorial com-
mittee, the Board discussed where the authority lies
for finding replacements for the editorial committee.
MC suggested that when someone resigns the remain-
ing members of the editorial committee select replace-
ments that they then propose to the Board for approval.
HJG suggests that replacements be discussed between
the editorial committee and the officers especially
when problems arise between the conferences. Consul-
tation between the editors and the officers in the first
instance would be most practicable. It would be rea-
sonable to ask all members of the editorial committee,
within six months of the end of their term, to declare
their intentions to either end their term or renew. With
regard to advertising the Journal within the American
market, it was noted that one of the first steps would be
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to get EJAS listed on the lists of recognized journals
within the burgeoning field of ranked journals within
disciplines. A further complication may be the require-
ment that recognized journals need to be formatted in
such a way as to allow the journal to be printed easily.
In terms of the book reviews it sees apparent that it
has now become time to place the reviews within the
remit of the Journal. It was noted that Dora Tsimpou-
ki, having been running the reviews successfully for
some time, be given the option to stay as reviews edi-
tor within the Journal. If she determines that she does
not want to continue, then another reviews editor will
be appointed. The reviews section on the EAAS web
site will be transferred to the Journal web site from the
2007 reviews onward.

Item 25: EAAS Conference Proceedings Report:
Cyprus Volume and Oslo Volume

HJG explained in detail some problems that had been
developing over the last two years with regard to pub-
lishing conference proceedings. HJG took over the
task of investigating alternatives to the previous ar-
rangements with the Amsterdam Free Press which had
gone to print-on-demand publishing. He approached
the publisher of the German Association’s series to
see if EAAS might piggy-back onto their series. In the
process HJG was able to collate information on all past
publications under EAAS. Some problems arose in the
final stages of publishing the Cyprus volume. The edi-
tors of the DGfA monograph series felt that EAAS had
no responsibility for the volume, rather that it rested
with the individuals who were editors. HJG noted that
EAAS had to appear on the book cover and on the title
page. HIG learned from Winter publishers that they
would be willing to sponsor a separate EAAS series.
It is the same publisher as the German association
publisher and their concerns were that this would be a
competing volume and would siphon off the best talent
in the area. Ultimately, the arrangement that HJG has
managed to put in place will go forward which is to
include “published by the officers of the association”
without any names but ensuring that an acting officer
oversees the volumes. Copies of the Cyprus volume
should be here at Oslo at the book display. MC noted
that it was clear that EAAS needed to straighten out
the responsibilities of everyone in producing the future
volumes of EAAS conference proceedings. Editors of
future series absolutely must deal with the details and
minutiae of editing a series. Hans Bak asked if it was
worth having a series editor as was the case in the past
when Rob Kroes served in that capacity. The officers
thought it best at this stage to keep to the officers. The
next volume needs to be put together with very clear
guidelines in place.

Item 26: Board Memberships and Mandates
This item was discussed earlier under Item 17.

Item 27: Conference Format and Desirable Re-
forms

An open discussion took place about the conference
and several points were raised. People noted that: the
layout of the conference program itself could be con-
fusing; adding a list of participants and an index of
speakers would be helpful. It was also noted that the
spelling of some names and the title of the association
were wrong in the Oslo program and HJG suggested
that the future program should be sent to him as a PDF
file so that he could check and change spellings. There
was also no conference poster. The unfortunate situa-
tion of the last minute cutting of the guest list at the US
Embassy did generate some discussion although this
was not down to the conference organizers themselves.
The lack of buses was problematic. If attendees had
been told that there was no transportation for return
this would have been better. There was no notification
of cancellations at the Oslo conference which could be
an addendum to the conference program. These could
also be posted on the doors of the sessions along with
the number of the workshops. Also, there needs to be
better signage for the room locations and the EAAS
logo on signs. Clearer notification of help for dis-
abilities was also needed. The student helpers had not
been very well briefed which meant that they could not
provide all the help that was needed. No information
about the conference was available at the hotel. Fold-
ers could be left for the Board members at the hotel.
Concerns about the costs of the location of the confer-
ence were raised but these are not easily dealt with
because the conference is being hosted by a volunteer
university or association. Approximately 330 dele-
gates attended at Oslo and HJG mentioned that this is
now standard for an EAAS conference. Dublin has a
good system of subsidies from departments so charges
should be kept down. Julia Stefanova noted that it was
difficult to see more than your own workshop’s two
sessions and asked if it was possible to have more time
slots. Perhaps there are too many workshops because
there was a problem of the size of the audience. We
may want to reorganize the conference so that there
are fewer workshops but this will cut down the number
of papers and again the number of attendees. It is
important for things to be described accurately. The
sight-seeing tour was of very limited value and gar-
nered some complaints. The question was raised about
whether or not workshop chairs should be allowed to
deliver their own papers. Twenty-one workshop chairs
did give their own papers. Workshop chairs get fund-
ing and therefore do not need funding from their own
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institutions. This will need to be sorted before the CfP
goes out in the newsletter. Bank holidays need to be
avoided and there might be more performances. Dub-
lin dates are Friday, 26 March to Monday, 29 March
2010. There was discussion about the shoptalk idea.
The shoptalks might be combined or put into a differ-
ent format so that the disciplines are less distinct. HIG
made a point that historians are often in the minority at
EAAS conferences and may need a separate forum.
David Mauk and Ole Moen joined the meeting at this
point and gave a brief outline of their views about how
the conference went and what reforms might be put
in place. They tried very hard to check things twice
or three times but problems could not be avoided.
OM spent much of his time transporting things which
took time away from his ability to check things on
the ground. Neither conference organizer had worked
with the conference bureau before and admitted that
although they did help, they did not advise well on
some details and procedures. If a conference bureau
is being used in the future, every detail needs to be
clearly checked. DM was pleased with the opening of
the conference which included the flautist who also
sang and played the piano.

Item 28: Evaluations and Plans
This item was covered under other sections.

Item 29: AOB

Meldan Tanrisal (ASAT) suggested that Turkey may be
available for 2012 as a possible alternative to Halle.
Jerzy Durczak (PAAS) said his farewells as he will be
leaving the Board. Rodica Mihaila (RAAS) also said
goodbye after serving under three presidents. Marc
was also thanked for his work as president of EAAS.
Smaragda Yemenedzi (HELAAS) had talked with
Dora Tsimpouki and they think that they might be able
to offer Thessaloniki as a venue for the 2011 Board
meeting.

The editorial committee of the EJAS decided that re-
views will be integrated into the EJAS site and will be
taken care of by Dora Tsimpouki as an associate editor
for reviews.

HJG agreed to write the Call for Papers for the next
conference and bring it to the handover meeting sched-
uled for mid-June.

JV noted that as this was the completion of her first
conference organization cycle she has plans to try to
streamline the handing in of information by those who
apply to run workshops before the next Board meeting
in Zurich and then for the lead-up to the conference in
Dublin. She will liaise with Stephen Matterson.

Marc Chénetier Jenel Virden

Prepared by Jenel Virden,
EAAS Secretary General, Hull, Sept. 1, 2008

The Oslo Organizers, David Mauk and Ole Moen

(Photograph by MH)

14




gt
| Sehde

ST

WORKSHOP REPORTS EAAS BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
9-12 May 2008, Oslo, Norway

Workshop 1

Nativism Revisited? Political Responses to Immi-
gration in the United States

Stépanka Korytova-Magstadt, Charles University,
Prague, Czech Republic

In this workshop the participants examined rising pop-
ular opposition in the United States to immigration -
both legal and illegal - at the local, state and federal
level. The workshop featured four papers on the rise
of nativist sentiment in the United States, ranging from
the epicenter in California from the 1980s into the 21st
century, to the conflict between federal court rulings
and local and national anti-immigrant measures, and
to the media’s exploitation of immigration issues with-
in an increasingly multiracial population. The chair
commented on the four papers, placing them and the
contemporary period within the context of mass immi-
gration to the United States. The papers complemented
each other as they all followed the underlying context
of illegal immigration, and they were critical of the
lack of a coherent US Governmental policy. The pa-
pers also followed the theme of the conference key-
note speaker.

Workshop 2

Staging the Nation: The Theatre of American lden-
tities

Theresa Saxon, University of Central Lancashire,
Preston, UK

Robert Vorlicky, New York University, USA

The papers chosen for the two panel sessions explored
the variety and complexity of American drama. Jochen
Achilles argued that demands and economic pressures
of white mainstream show-business disrupted the in-
tegrity of black artists; yet a more authentic represen-
tation of blackness was secured, demonstrating what
the theatre can specifically contribute to the debate of
(African) American identities. Bob Vorlicky examined
African-American playwrights — Amiri Baraka, Suzan-
Lori Parks and James Scruggs — assessing on-stage
manifestations and theatricalizations of the dead body
of the African-American male. Zoe Detsoi’s account

of George A. Baker’s A Glance at New York (1848),
examined the cultural bifurcation of American society
and the creation of a popular theatre supported by a
distinct working-class culture where values, fears, and
expectations were aired in rowdy theatrical spaces.
Theresa Saxon argued that melodramatic nineteenth-
century American theatre forms a dialogue between
a range of possible voices — a pluralizing effect that
stimulated the range of performances across American
stages. Valérie Systermans contended that Tennessee
Williams’ plays contest the validity of Bakhtin’s mo-
nological theatre, where catharsis, rather than coher-
ing dramatic action, introduces diversity and dissent-
ing voices. Tina Parke-Sutherland’s presentation on
Yupik ritual theatre explored the traditions and revival
of forms and structures, examining the use of masks
as well as dance, audience participation and spatial
dynamics. Ann Walsh discussed Robert Lowell’s tril-
ogy Old Glory and his dramatization of Benito Cereno,
arguing that Lowell remoulded and expanded fiction
into a dramatic presentation of violent tensions arising
from disparate racial and cultural constituents.

Workshop 3

The Uses and Abuses of Diversity: Historical, Po-
litical and Philosophical Analyses of an Evolving
Concept and Diverse Practices of Diversity

Pierre Guerlain, Université Paris 10 — Nanterre,
France

Workshop 3 was entitled: “The uses and abuses of di-
versity: Historical, political and philosophical analy-
ses of an evolving concept and diverse practices of
diversity” and took place in two separate sessions.
Pierre Guerlain (Paris, France), the chair, interrogated
the rhetorical and ideological games played around the
concept or pseudo-concept of diversity; Kevin McNa-
mara (Houston, US) focused on the consensus about
diversity and analyzed the relationship between diver-
sity and democracy, wondering whether one should
not talk instead of social administration; Agnieszka M.
Soltysik (Lausanne, Switzerland) gave a very lively
talk on the opposition between diversity and universal-
ism in American culture; while Tunde Adeleke (lowa,
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US) suggested that Afrocentrism could be an alterna-
tive to both E Pluribus Unum and diversity.

In the second session Helena Maragou (Athens,
Greece) gave a conceptual talk about the relation-
ship between center and periphery in the discourse of
American studies thus analyzing the uses and abuses
of diversity within AS itself; Anne Ollivier-Mellios
(Paris, France), in a historical presentation, studied the
emergence of multiculturalism in academia and its dif-
ferent conflicting versions; while Erik Asard (Uppsala,
Sweden) commented upon the stigmatization of liber-
alism in the US and the rise of uniformity instead of
diversity in the political landscape.

Altogether there were very diverse and sometimes
contrasting ways of interpreting political, cultural and
philosophical diversity and of analyzing the many fac-
ets of what has become an overused concept or a cli-
ché in political thought and media presentations of the
United States.

Workshop 4

Primitivist Modernisms and Diasporic Americas
Barbara Buchenau, University of Goéttingen, Ger-
many

Richard J. Ellis, University of Birmingham, UK

This workshop addressed the interfaces between racial
representation, commodity culture and transatlantic
modernist art in the media of painting, music, film and
literature, and how primitivist representation and its
Atlantic and diasporic contexts are foundational for
definitions of modern subjectivity, modern artistic ex-
pression and cultural diversity. The workshop’s speak-
ers explored cases in which divisions between racial-
ized communities and art forms cut through the middle
of an artist’s life and work, leading to accommodations
of competing and contentious traditions.

Cristina Giorcelli’s “Nella Larsen and Representa-
tions of African Americans” argued that Larsen’s sur-
realistic primitivism constricts social space for female
blacks. In Larsen’s Quicksand a triangulation between
gazes establishes the protagonist as simultaneously en-
actor, spectator and commodified object, thus scepti-
cally reflecting on the community-building potential of
black modernist art. Following Alain Locke’s vision of
aracially representative tradition grounded in the criti-
cal assessment of European abstract art, Sara Wood’s
“African American Abstraction” showed how the work
of Romare Bearden and Norman Lewis, by synthesiz-
ing modernist abstraction and African American cul-
tural expression, offer a politicized form of individual
artistic expression. Daniel Stein’s “From Primitivist

Modernism to Popular Cultural Primitivism: Louis
Armstrong, Robert Goffin, and the Transatlantic Jazz
Debate” considered how the collaboration between
the Belgian journalist and the iconic jazz musician
fuses American and European primitivist traditions,
the noble savage of print culture and the wit of black
minstrelsy, and leads to a popular cultural primitivism
foregrounding language and performance. A radical
redefinition of primitivism through performance fol-
lowed: Kerstin Knopf’s “Sherman Alexie and PostIn-
dian Cinema.” Alexie’s The Business of Fancydancing
(2002) evokes colonial and neocolonial stereotypes
and their humourous function, but dismantles the epis-
temological violence involved in generalized images
which have not been displaced by public celebrations
of cultural and artistic diversity. Subsequent work-
shop discussion foregrounded the complicity of both
high art and popular culture with stances of radical,
socially-debilitating difference, and how critiques of
the segregation and social stratification may be evoked
through primitivist performance.

Workshop 5

19th-Century American Literature and Art: Between
Nation Building and Individuation

Ina Bergmann, University of Wirzburg, Germany
Gregory Tomso, University of West Florida, Pensa-
cola

We are very pleased to report that our workshop at the
EAAS conference in Oslo was a great success. Entitled
“19th-century American Literature and Art: Between
Nation Building and Individuation,” the workshop
explored tensions between individuality and national
collectivity as they emerged across the span of the
tumultuous nineteenth-century. Both sessions were
well-attended and led to lively discussion, and it is a
pleasure to note that the second session drew a stand-
ing-room-only crowd. Participants explored the work-
shop themes using several different approaches. Some
papers focused on genre, such as historical romance
(Ina Bergmann, University of Wirzburg) and plague
narratives (Carmen Birkle, University of Mainz), while
others focused on individual authors/artists, including
Elizabeth Stoddard (Maria Holmgren-Troy, Karlstad
University), Louisa Alcott (Magdalena Zapedowska,
Adam Mickiewicz University), Emerson (Albena
Bakratcheva, New Bulgarian University) and Vinnie
Ream (Gregory Tomso, University of West Florida).
In addition, the workshop’s final paper (Joel Pfister,
Wesleyan University) provided a meta-perspective by
addressing the emergence of psychological interiority
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in the context of the industrial revolution. Given the
lively discussion and strength of interest from attend-
ees and participants alike, it is clear that there is still
much to be gained from turning our critical attention
to the problem of the individual in the American nine-
teenth century.

Workshop 6

Cities and Diversity in the American Novel
Nathalie Cochoy, Toulouse le Mirail University,
France

Kristiaan Versluys, University of Ghent, Belgium

This workshop explored the ambivalence of the city in
the American novel: the metropolis was evoked both
as a site of dislocation, deracination and adversity and
as a site of reconstruction, recreation and fertile diver-
sity. Far from focusing only on the thematic expression
of this ambivalence, the participants examined its tex-
tual manifestation in the structure and the substance of
discourse. An analysis of intertextuality in Chang-Rae
Lee’s Native Speaker led to a consideration of the mul-
ticultural metropolis as a territory of ethnic conflict
but also as a theater where the “kaleidoscopic varieties
of speech” foster a lyrical celebration of a “magnifi-
cent city.” The paradoxical recreation of the charac-
ters’ transience as an intimate shelter was also evoked
in the papers dedicated to novels of immigration (those
of Dave Egger, Kiran Desai or Elif Shafak) or disin-
tegration (Mclnerney’s The Good Life). Moreover,
a close analysis of Nabokov’s small-town America,
blending “the trivial and the apotheotic” foregrounded
the essential otherness of the city. Finally, a survey of
the abstract yet sensuous city of Isola in Ed McBain’s
detective novels entailed a questioning of the arche-
typal metropolis as a “multicolored, protean and yet
unified” map of contemporary America. Discussions
included a reflection on the sense of exile and elusive-
ness, the role of memory and nostalgia, and the sty-
listic rendering of the fusion of voices, languages or
rituals in everyday city life.

Workshop 7

E Pluribus Unum? The Jewish Example

Susanne Rohr, University of Hamburg, Germany
Cheryl Alexander Malcolm, University of Gdansk,
Poland

In this workshop we examined the question of why it
is that Jews — in contrast to other ethnic groups — are
often perceived as a single unified group in America.

When we have a closer look at literary and other rep-
resentations of the Jewish community a very differ-
ent — and decidedly heterogeneous — picture appears.
Obviously, we see a lot of conflict between immigrant
parents and their American-born children, European
Jews (particularly Holocaust survivors) and American
Jews, and religiously observant and secular Jews, etc.

The participants of the workshop approached this
question from very different perspectives. As the phe-
nomenon of projecting homogeneity on particular
groups in society has to do with derogatory thinking,
Catherine Collomp (Université Paris VII), in her lec-
ture, had a closer look at anti-Semitism. She analyzed,
in particular, the historical, political and intellectual
significance of the Frankfurt School of Sociologists’s
report on “Anti-Semitism in the American Working
Class, 1945-1949.”

Dana Mihailescu (University of Bucharest) had a
closer look at another area that certainly has to do with
the image of homogeneity: the history of the Jewish
people and the ensuing “rhetoric of displacement” as
it shows in the concepts of “exile” and “diaspora.”

Finally, Susan Winnett (Hamburg University), in
her talk, entered into the dynamics of rituals of forget-
ting and rituals of remembering that makes the Jew-
ish community of the past and that of the present have
vastly different faces. The paper explored how and why
the old communities’ rituals of forgetting (shiva) have
yielded to the new communities’ rituals of remember-
ing (trips to Eastern Europe, etc.).

Workshop 8

Ethnic Groups and US Foreign Policy since World
War One: The Multicultural Search for the Na-
tional Interest

Serge Ricard, Université Paris 3 — Sorbonne Nou-
velle, France

Ole Moen, University of Oslo, Norway

Halina Parafianowicz (University of Bialystok, Po-
land) discussed divided loyalties, then Americaniza-
tion of Polish-Americans after World War One, as well
as Polonia’s focus on bilateral commercial relations.
David C. Mauk (University of Oslo) presented — as
part of a research in progress — a case study of the mo-
bilization of Norwegian America and the spectacular
marshalling of resources (“American Relief for Nor-
way”) on behalf of an occupied ally. Daniele Fioren-
tino (University of Macerata, Italy) examined a touchy
subject — the experience of American Jews and the
creation of the State of Israel — in a well thought-out
paper that evidenced the divisions within the Jewish
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community and the Truman administration, as well as
the diversity of American motivations. Kevern Verney
(Edge Hill University, England) took a look at Walter
White’s leadership of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People during the incipient
Cold War from 1945 to 1948 and his advocacy of a re-
treat from the NAACP’s involvement in foreign affairs,
a move condemned by W.E.B. Du Bois, who favored
retaining the radical agenda. For Salah Oueslati (Uni-
versity of Poitiers, France) who surveyed the Cuban-
American lobby from 1982 to 1996, the core argument
was that the various administrations practiced ethnic
manipulation for foreign-policy purposes. lsabelle
Vagnoux (University of Provence, France) capped two
stimulating sessions with an informed update of the
Washington-Havana relationship, still under influence
in 2008 (and possibly better described as the Cuba-
Washington-Miami ménage a trois!).

Serge Ricard

Workshop 9:

Many Wests: Contemporary Literary Approaches
to the American West

David Rio, University of the Basque Country, Spain
Oyunn Hestetun, University of Bergen, Norway

This workshop explored the literature of the Ameri-
can West since the 1960s, examining how recent liter-
ary interpreters of the American West portray western
places and myths, often with an emphasis on the West
as a regionally diverse entity, and also as a fictional
space to interrogate the past and explore neglected or
suppressed stories about the region.

In session 1, Christian Hummelsund Voie exam-
ined how the conventional story system of the West
has been subverted and reinvented in Annie Proulx’s
That Old Ace in the Hole. Turning to poetry, Jeffrey
Gray focused on how Bidart deals with the pathologies
of America, particularly the West. In her discussion of
Hunter S. Thompson, Marlene Broemer examined the
image that Thompson created of himself and his com-
ments on the West in his late works. David Rio gave
a presentation of Nevada fiction over the last four de-
cades, which often parallels the evolution of postfron-
tier western writing in general.

In session 2, Eva-Sabine Zehelein discussed Joan
Didion’s overarching theme of “the center cannot
hold,” in reference to her home state California and
her own private life. Michal J. Prince examined the
ironic/satirical approach to the West in later works by
William S. Burroughs. Aitor Ibarrola addressed the
representation of a “degeografied” America in Cormac

McCarthy’s The Road. Turning to the rendering of the
West in recent American Indian poetry, Dean Rader
argued that selected poems serve the dual purpose of
representing Indian nationalism and Indian autoeth-
nography.

Workshop 10

South or Souths? The American South and the
Shaping of its Singular or Plural Identity/ies
Susanna Delfino, University of Genoa, Italy
Jacques Pothier, University of Versailles, Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines, France

Although for practical reasons it was divided into two
sessions, one historical, the other literary, the work-
shop as a whole revealed a high level of homogeneity
and connectedness, thanks to the broad cultural per-
spective adopted by all presenters. This commonality
of approach allowed for a wide participation in the
ensuing general discussion, signalling the effective
achievement of a well-sought interdisciplinary dia-
logue and exchange. Among the themes explored, the
complex relationship between myth and history, ide-
ology and manners (or “attitude”) in the shaping of
southern identity(ies) has been paramount. Much at-
tention has also been devoted to the issue of ethnic
and racial diversity, and to the changing definitions
of ethnicity vis-a-vis an equally shifting perception of
the “color line.” Contrary to the famous statement that
Faulkner lent to one of his characters, that “the past
IS never dead; it isn’t even past,” often construed as a
sense of history as a burden, the panel suggested that
what the South was really about was the mythology, the
ideology, the art which could paper over the past. The
discussion was all the more stimulating in light of the
fact that, although firmly grounded in the South’s past
experience, a number of the papers presented strongly
pointed toward a reflection on the South’s more re-
cent, and even contemporary, reality, and pointed out
the South’s defining interaction with the world. For all
these reasons, the organizers and chair persons of the
workshop think that it was very successful.

The Southern Studies Forum will convene in Paris
for its 2009 meeting. See http://www.sudam.uvsq.fr/
southernstudiesforum.htm for details.
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Workshop 11

From “English only’ to *English plus’? Linguistic
Pluralism in Early and 19th-Century American
Literature

Wayne Franklin, University of Connecticut, Storrs,
CT, USA

Ronald Jenn, Charles de Gaulle University, Lille,
France

This workshop highlighted American figures grap-
pling with the diversity of languages within and with-
out the US. The sequential bilinguism displayed in
Carl Schurz’s memoirs (childhood written in German;
adulthood in English) examplified the complexity of
the German-American legacy in the multilingual (re)
construction of America (Michael Boyden) and ap-
peared as an echo of Crévecoeur’s self-translation of
Letters. Crévecoeur’s link to the Castorland Colony on
the New York frontier bore testimony to the presence of
French settlers in that part of American territory while
their legacy, in the form of The Castorland Journal,
unveiled yet another layer of the American palimpsest
(John Galucci). The multiplicity of languages without
was successfully tackled by James Fenimore Coo-
per who, while in Paris, managed to circumvent the
absence of an international copyright law regarding
translation and turned the situation to his advantage
by having the printing and translation of texts work in
cahoots (Wayne Franklin).

The double bind of the translator appeared with
striking acuteness in the context of immigration and
acquiring a new nationality. Although concerned with
an early period of America in the making, the work-
shop demonstrated that the latest breakthroughs in
Translation Studies, Book History, and textual analysis
can and should be successfully combined and that the
multilingual (re)discovery of America still lays ahead.

Workshop 12

What Canonical Fiction? Realism and Its Discon-
tents

Donatella 1zzo, University of Naples — L’Orientale,
Italy

Greg Zacharias, Creighton University, Omaha, NE,
USA

Zacharias and 1zzo were in regular email contact with
panelists following the vetting of the submissions and
organization of the panels. They encouraged panel-
ists to be in contact with each other as they developed
their papers in order to begin to develop a community
among the workshop members and to develop cohe-

sion among the paper presentations. Panelists agreed
to exchange finished or nearly finished papers one
month before the meeting in Oslo. Both the prelimi-
nary discussion and exchange were accomplished and
served their aims. Panelists were familiar with each
other and with each other’s work when they arrived in
Oslo. The workshop sessions and sense of community
were enhanced by the preliminary work.

Each of the two panels of Workshop 12 went well.
Papers were well prepared and the rooms were crowd-
ed. There was good discussion, which went past the
scheduled time for the sessions, in the room for each
of the two sessions. The discussion occurred mainly
between presenters and audience members, but also
between panelists and other workshop members.
Discussion issues included aspects of methodology,
subject matter, and implications of the presentations.
Interesting was the emergence also of generational dif-
ferences in terms of approach/methodology in the first
workshop meeting.

In addition to the meetings and working to devel-
op the workshop community, the co-chairs hosted the
group for one lunch, panelists met for a second lunch,
and most of the group met for dinner. Several of the
workshop members, at least, continue to work together
(Zacharias, 1zzo, Pirgerou, Puente, Tsimpouki, Fusco,
Wadsworth) on issues generated from and/or in the
presentations.

Workshop 13

The Influence of Chinese and Japanese Poetry on
American Imagism and Objectivism

Lina Unali, University of Rome — Tor Vergata, Italy
Sai Kin Lee, University of Burgos, Spain

It is remarkable that in the last ten to twelve years sev-
eral EAAS workshops have shown an interest in the
relationship between the West and Asia, in particular
between the United States on one side and India, China
and Japan on the other. The workshop focussed on the
relationship between American poetry and the Asian
poetical tradition, in particular Chinese and Japanese.
Elisabetta Marino’s paper set out to explore the origin
and the development of Amy Lowell’s multi-faceted
interest in “Oriental” culture, mainly dealing with
Japan, whose art provided the most long-lasting and
powerful influence on her poetry. A biographical out-
line was followed by a detailed analysis of the artist’s
production on Japanese themes, mainly concentrating
on Pictures of the Floating World (1919). In Deborah
Jenner’s paper, Ernest Fenollosa was seen as revolu-
tionizing the visual arts in early 20th-century Amer-
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ica. Dow’s 20 Japanese-inspired woodblocks formed
an ‘époque-breaking’ show put on by Fenollosa at the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts where he was curator af-
ter actively reviving art in Japan. Fiona McMahon’s
paper discussed the legacy of an Asian poetical tradi-
tion in American poetics from within the context of an
intellectual climate where poetic practice is allied with
ethical purpose. Julia Fiedorczuk’s presentation aimed
at examining the political dimensions of the aesthetic
revolution that began with Ezra Pound’s “invention of
China” and found its continuation in the writings of
William Carlos Williams, Charles Olson, and contem-
porary language poets.

Workshop 14

‘E Pluribus Plura’: Second-generation American
Immigrants, Nationality and American Culture(s)
Organized by the European Confederation of Upper
Rhine Universities (EUCOR)

Sami Ludwig, Université de Haute Alsace, Mulhouse,
France

Radiger Heinze, University of Freiburg i. Br., Ger-
many

Rudiger Heinze (Freiburg, Germany) opened the work-
shop with a surprising series of anonymous quotes and
gave a survey of similar approaches to cultural integra-
tion throughout the 20th century. This was followed by
Maria Roth-Lauret’s (Sussex, UK) analysis of language
experiments in Theresa Cha and the language criticism
in the plot of Chang-rae Lee’s Native Speaker. Aristi
Trendel (Montpellier, France) discussed “symbolic
ethnicity” in the case of Greek immigrants reinvent-
ing themselves in Jeffrey Eugenides’ Middlesex. And
Hubert Zander (Institute for Economic Studies, Eu-
rope) topped off the first morning with a discussion of
Jewish-American identity in Philip Roth and Mordecai
Richler, focusing, among other things, on the tension
between diaspora and promised land.

The second session opened with Carmen Arzua
(Madrid, Spain), who discussed “transdifference” as
an alternative to divisive binarism in Sandra Cisnero’s
Caramello. S&mi Ludwig (Mulhouse, France) pre-
sented Gary Shteyngart’s Absurdistan as an example
of a very recent immigrant experience. The workshop
ended with Claudia Neudecker’s (Eichstatt, Germa-
ny) discussion of the “postethnic” and writing fiction
beyond one’s own ethnicity as applied to Chang-rae
Lee’s Aloft.

The discussions revealed some surprisingly recur-
rent questions and problems in all contributions, a fact
which allowed for a highly focused methodological

debate. Overall, the chairs were delighted with the di-
verse but highly pertinent contributions, the lively dis-
cussions, and the friendly atmosphere of intellectual
exchange in both sessions.

Workshop 15

“Indianness,” Tribalism, and the Nation State
Laura Castor, University of Tromsg, Norway
Christian F. Feest, Museum flir Vélkerkunde Vienna,
Austria

No text provided.

Workshop 16

Expounding the Constitution: Fulfilling the Found-
ing Fathers’ Ideal: E Pluribus Unum

Elisabeth Boulot, Université Paris-Est, France

Bill Merkel, Washburn University, Topeka, KS, USA

Thisworkshop explored the Supreme Court’s impact on
American cultural-legal norms by examining tensions
between judicial efforts to forge a national ‘Unum’ and
countervailing desires to accommodate cultural ‘Plu-
ra.” Malie Montagutelli analyzed the Court’s holdings
from the 1970s concerning disparities in local funding
of public schools and access to free education for chil-
dren of illegal immigrants. The deeply divided Court
came within a single vote of recognizing an unwrit-
ten right to (equal) education, prompting alarm calls
from conservatives who feared judicially imposed so-
cialism. Mehmet Konar-Steenberg’s study illustrated
how defining the scope of congressional authority to
regulate interstate commerce pits defenders of plenary
power, national unity, and market efficiency against
champions of states’ rights and local interests. He ex-
plored tensions respecting preclusive effects of federal
powers (including unexercised or “dormant” federal
powers) on state regulatory authority, arguing that the
“New Federalism” predicted of the Rehnquist Court
may now finally be in the offing under Chief Justice
Roberts. Mokhtar Ben Barka showed how the Chris-
tian Right has misread late nineteenth-century cases to
advance the view that the United States is a “Christian
Nation.” To the extent the Court is moving towards
accommodating a mythical national religious “consen-
sus,” its new teaching contradicts a long history of plu-
ralism and separation deeply rooted in American polit-
ical-legal traditions. The papers inspired lively debate
addressing the legitimacy of judicial intervention in
policy formation, “the People” as ultimate source of
constitutional authority, federalism and laissez-faire,
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equal treatment, equal entitlement, and the political
power of the religious right.

Workshop 17

Nationhood and the Deployment of Sexuality: The
Social Divisiveness of Sexual Diversity

Carol Smith, University of Winchester, Winchester,
UK

Bart Eeckhout, University of Antwerp, Belgium

Nationhood and the Deployment of Sexuality: The
Social Divisiveness of Sexual Diversity Chairs: Carol
Smith and Bart Eeckhout The papers addressed the
complexity of the phrase “E pluribus unum” as it re-
lated to the relationship between the reality of sexual
diversity and the unitary heterosexual imaginary em-
ployed in sustaining the American nation. Lisa Mer-
rill gave an elegant examination of homosocial/ho-
mosexual encoding of 19C masculinity in her paper
*19th-Century Queer Americans: Backstage and in the
Trenches in the Civil War.” Her stress on the impor-
tance of archival work and recovery of marginal voic-
es was echoed by the paper delivered by Marguerite
Nguyen ‘American Postmoral Melodrama, Sexuality,
American Nationhood, and Harry Hervey’s Early 20th-
Century Vietnam.” Here the perfomative aspect of non-
white identity was revlealed. Mihaela Precup’s paper
‘From Binky Brown to Fun Home: (Counter)Narra-
tives of Gender and Sexuality in the American Graphic
Memoir intertwined competing notions of masculinity,
revolution and the contesting voices of feminist art-
ists. Robert Freedman carefully outlined the silence
and negative codification by Republican politicians
in his paper ‘The only politically protected disease in
the world’: The Challenge of AIDS to Conceptions of
American Nationhood,1979-89.” Two papers exam-
ined the importance and influence of coming out and
the visibility of the gay ‘male’ body; Roman Trus$nik,
in his ’"Coming Out in America as Portrayed by Coming
Out Anthologies and a paper by Maite Escudero (deliv-
ered by Monica Calvo), ‘Questioning (Hetero)Norma-
tive Bodies: Parody, Homage,and the Resignification
of American Masculinities.” Alison Kelly delivered a
careful and nuanced reading of ‘Deviance and Ex-
communication in the Fiction of Jenefer Shute” which
like the paper by Tomasz Basiuk, ‘Samuel R. Delany’s
Challenge to Identity Politics’ managed to ground the
larger issues of the panel in deft readings of texts.

Workshop 18

(B)ordering Unity: The Border as a Paradigm of
Diversity

Ana Maria Manzanas Calvo, University of Sala-
manca, Spain

Santiago Vaquera, University of lowa, lowa City,
USA

The workshop opened with Laurence Gervais-Linon’s
discussion about gated communities as the represen-
tation of a new “unum” or a new “Jerusalem” versus
an alien “plura.” The aim of such communities is to
establish a clear division between those who are out
— equated with the threatening and the unknown — ver-
sus those on the other side of the divide, incorporat-
ed into a new community. Stan Kolar’s discussion of
Alejandro Morales’ The Rag Doll Plagues shifted the
focus to the literary arena, and, very fittingly, started
with Robert Frost’s poem “Mending Wall.” In Kolar’s
analysis, Frost’s poem — and the double vision of the
wall as line of separation and communication — reso-
nates throughout the social and racial divisions in the
three books that make up the novel, and is manifest
in the different stages of nation building that Morales
delves into, from the pre-national to the post-national.
The session concluded with Tom Idema’s vision of la
Mestiza and the concept of bordering. Departing from
Deleuze and Guattari’s concept of “becoming,” Idema
fleshed out bordering as an attempt to rethink differ-
ent subjectivities by dislodging them from traditional
oppositions.

The session moved from geopolitics to geo-philos-
ophy, and concluded with a lively discussion of differ-
ent forms of gated communities that debated the initial
vision of separation from the outside.

Workshop 19

Arab and Muslim Citizens in the US: Not Quite
Americans?

Lotfi Bennour, University of Technology of Belfort-
Montbéliard, France

Ines Karoui’s presentation explores the growing Arab
American literary production within US multi-ethnic
literary panorama in two novels by two Arab Ameri-
can women writers, Diana Abu-Jaber through her book
Crescent (2003), and Laila Halaby through her Once in
a Promised Land (2007).

Updike’s representation of a young Muslim Ameri-
can in post-9/11 New York employs all sorts of clichés.
In her paper, Ulla Kriebernegg argues that Updike tries
to emphasize the ‘Americanness’ of his protagonists
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and thus to re-affirm a ‘common ground’ beyond eth-
nic and religious borders. Although these intensions
are subverted by the ambivalence the text reveals, Up-
dike stands in the tradition of a (utopian?) discourse of
an American identity in spite of ethnic and religious
differences.

In his paper Professor McKeever examines the
response of the United States Supreme Court to the
legal claims of those held in detention as ‘enemy
combatants’ at Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere. He
adopts a comparative-historical methodology of the
kind advanced by the American Political Development
School. The paper examines the judicial response to
previous deprivations of constitutional liberties during
national security crises, especially that of the intern-
ment of Japanese Americans in the wake of the attack
on Pearl Harbour in 1941.

Lotfi Bennour examines the crisis of the Muslim
and Arab-American communities in the wake of 9/11.
The Bush administration has not only questioned their
loyalty to the nation but also identified them as a po-
tential threat to its unity. The political discourse in the
United States is still considering them as “outsiders,”
as “others” or as the “enemies within.”

Workshop 20

Popular Pluralisms: Negotiating American Identity
in Recent Popular Culture

Astrid Boger, Radboud University, Nijmegen, The
Netherlands

Nicole Schroder, University of Paderborn, Germany

Popular culture is arguably the site where American
national identity — and the question if America can be
thought of as one or many different cultures — has been
most poignantly negotiated roughly since the 1960s.
Our workshop took a closer look at various concrete
instances of such negotiations. Anita Ogurlu presented
a reading of the pluribus vs. the unum not so much
in terms of cultural or ethnic diversity as in terms of
capital, using two films, Casino and Castaway. Paul
Lewis discussed the unifying and divisive force of in-
tentional humor in different contexts and for different
audiences. Melinda Russell explored the attempt to
create national unity through song, namely the Music
Educators national conference project “Get America
Singing ... Again” and the “National Anthem Proj-
ect.” Nicole Schroder discussed three post-9/11 mov-
ies and their presentation and construction of Ameri-
can identity, unity, and values. Tomas Pospisil looked
at the movie Crash as an urban drama that presents
American cultural plurality as deeply problematic and

perhaps even beyond repair. Ménica Calvo explored
how Madonna’s videoclips “American Pie” (2000)
and “American Life” (2003) engage in a critique not
only of the worlds of fashion, simulacra, and consum-
erism, but also of American military interventions.
Philippe Murillo looked at the popular TV show The
Oprah Show and its decisive role in fostering a nation-
al spiritual identity. Focusing on the first part of Mi-
chael Cunningham’s Specimen Days, Jaroslav Kusnir
showed how its postmodern narrative style creates a
pluralistic vision of the world. The diversity of the pa-
pers reflected the many ways in which popular culture
negotiates the dynamic exchange between dominant
forces and marginalized positions in the struggle for a
national identity.

Workshop 21

E Pluribus Unum in Wartime

Jude Davies, University of Winchester, Winchester,
UK

Jaap Kooijman, University of Amsterdam, The Neth-
erlands

In “The 1917 Espionage Acts and Judicial ‘Minority
Report’ Opinions,” Matthew Guillen (University of
Paris XII, France) demonstrated how the “legal real-
ism” mobilised in support of wartime censorship was
part of a broader transition in the construction of crim-
inality from “brute, concrete objects and events” to
more sociological, psychological and predictive mod-
els. Jude Davies traced Theodore Dreiser’s attempts
to contest what he saw as the dangerously exception-
alistic and Anglophilic Wilsonian discourse of Ameri-
can democracy, and to rescue the truly democratic ele-
ments of the American tradition. In “Calliope Meets
Ares: American Authors and the 1940 Blitzkrieg”
Charles Kupfer (Penn State University, Harrisburg,
USA) demonstrated the trajectory of American poets’
responses to German military successes in 1940: “from
being saddened by war, fearful of war, or against war,
towards a mindset of being against Nazi success and
prepared to work for an Allied victory.” Kupfer made
a strong case that, in 1940, poetry provided an index of
changing national attitudes. In “American Literature
and the Heart of Europe: F.O. Matthiessen and Alfred
Kazin after World War 11” George Blaustein (Harvard
University, USA) presented new archival research giv-
ing a fascinatingly detailed sense of the parallels be-
tween the two Salzburg Seminarians.

Jenel Virden (University of Hull, UK) presented
a comparative analysis of the “othering” of resident
ethnic populations in World War | and World War 11,
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drawing on her recent work Americans and the Wars
of the Twentieth Century. In “Dissident Heroes: Clint
Eastwood’s ‘The Flags of Our Fathers and Letters
from Iwo Jima,”” Walter Hébling (University of Graz,
Austria) related the shifts in Eastwood’s performances
of masculine heroism to historical shifts in national
politics. Anna Bendrat (Maria Curie Sktodowska Uni-
versity, Poland) analyzed the rhetorical and structural
similarities between the construction of the enemy in
key speeches by Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush.
In “The Americans We Never Were: Anti-American-
ism and Pop Culture in the Post 9/11 Era,” Jaap Kooij-
man explored some of the ironies in European affilia-
tions and disaffiliations from perceptions of America,
discussed at length in his new book Fabricating the
Absolute Fake.

Workshop 22

Pluribus Unum or Pluribus Plura? Europeans Re-
present the United States on Screen

Melvyn Stokes, University College London, UK
Dominique Sipiere, University of Paris 10, Nanterre,
France

Workshop members took differing but often comple-
mentary approaches to the conference theme. lan Scott
(University of Manchester, UK) suggested that al-
though British writers and directors in early American
cinema were sometimes ghettoized into “Hollywood
British” films, they were often important industry fig-
ures helping define American film culture and deal-
ing in their work with representations of America as
well. Alan Bilton (University of Swansea, UK) argued
that Murnau’s Sunrise (1927) could be read both as a
poetic representation of the immigrant experience and
as commentary on the way immigrants themselves en-
countered the New World through the medium of mo-
tion pictures. Hilaria Loyo (University of Zaragoza,
Spain) maintained that Fritz Lang’s Rancho Notorious
(1952) offered an allegorical reading of the McCa-
rthy era, mainly through the exploitation of Marlene
Dietrich’s star persona. Helle Porsdam (University of
Southern Denmark, Odense) analyzed the European
tendency to view the U.S. with mixed Americanphilia
and Americanphobia, exemplifying these divergent
approaches in the work of Lars von Trier. Jeffrey L.
Meikle (University of Texas, Austin) traced an al-
ternative genealogy of Euro-American road movies
that emphasized - in the films of Wim Wenders, Jim
Jarmusch and Aki Kaurismaki — ambivalence and di-
minishing expectations rather than the exuberance of
postwar American popular culture. David Roche (Uni-

versity of Dijon, France) argued that, although Kus-
turica’s Arizona Dream (1991) offered some indirect
commentary on contemporary U.S., it constructed its
portrayal of America mainly through reference to other
films. Frank Mehring (Free University of Berlin, Ger-
many) examined contrasting attitudes to American pa-
triotism on the part of German-born film-makers from
Emmerich’s celebratory Independence Day (1996) to
Wenders’s Land of Plenty (2004), critiquing blind pa-
triotism after 9/11.

Workshop 23

The Myth of Americanization or the Divided
Heart: Views from Inside and Out

John F. Moe, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio,
USA

Teresa Cid, University of Lisbon, Portugal

The first workshop session was introduced by Teresa
Cid (University of Lisbon). Drawing on her own ex-
perience, she stressed the many ways in which views
from the inside and out can and must differ. John F.
Moe (Ohio State University) then addressed “The
Myth of Americanization” in its many implications
in the creation of a society comprised of immigrants,
“The Great Experiment,” presenting statistics that sup-
port the argument that immigrants persist in arriving to
the US in greater numbers than at any time in history.
Teresa F. A. Alves (University of Lisbon) discussed
in “Bridging Cultures: Translation as Trope and Por-
tuguese American Ethnicity” how Portuguese Ameri-
cans, such as Frank X. Gaspar, choose to translate in
their stories of interrelatedness the often inscribed si-
lent presence of complex allegiances and lives. Jarn
Brendal (University of Southern Denmark) in “What
is an American? Danish Travel Writers Report Home
about ‘the Americans’ in the Late Nineteenth and Ear-
ly Twentieth Centuries” focused on the reports sent
home by different types of travellers of Danish origin.
Thomas Clark (University of Kassel) in “To American-
ize America: Randolph Bourne’s Vision of National
Greatness through Diversity” looked at Bourne’s ap-
propriation of the myth for his retelling of the Ameri-
can dream, making immigration-based diversity the
basis of a new American exceptionalism.

Thomas Austenfeld (University of Fribourg) opened
the second session with *“Four Visions of America: Be-
yond the Unum,” discussing the protean form of the
essay by placing it at the heart of the text USA, and
engaged the title of the workshop itself to argue for
the need of this form to use the language of the heart
to be effective and celebrate a vital plurality. Rodica
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Mihaild (University of Bucharest) in “Challenging the
American Multicultural Society: The Ethical Impera-
tive and the Muslim “Other” in the Post-9/11 Ameri-
can Novel” offered a critical reading of Updike’s Ter-
rorist, DeLillo’s Falling Man, and Foer’s Extremely
Loud and Incredibly Close, in dialogue with novels by
Americans of Islamic background, Azar Nafisi’s Read-
ing Lolita in Tehran and Khaled Hossein’s Kite Run-
ner, stressing the importance of an ethical approach to
such binaries and oppositions as us/them. Ann L. Pat-
ten (Trinity College Dublin) discussed in “How Many
of You Are There? Immigration and Nativist Concerns
in the Ghost Stories of Edith Wharton” the unique
perspectives the stories offer on a period of immense
change in America, when massive waves of immigra-
tion and the rise of a post-industrial, new wealthy class
reopened the debate about the “responsibilities” that
attended wealth. A most interesting complement to the
papers of this workshop, which had throughout a good
and intervening audience, was “Power in a Union: Joe
Hill’s Wobbly Songs,” by Will Kaufman (University of
Central Lancashire) who integrated live musical rendi-
tions of Joe Hill’s .LW.W. songs in his discussion of
how Hill used parodies of popular and religious Amer-
ican songs whose premises he was vigorously against
‘to fan the flames of discontent’ among his fellow-
workers. Kaufman’s argument about the political uses
of parody closed with the story of an envelope with
Joe Hill’s ashes confiscated due to its “subversive na-
ture,” an anecdote which aptly closed the two-session
discussion of the dividedness at the heart of American-
ization.

Workshop 24

US Icons

Klaus Rieser, University of Graz, Austria
Louis Kern, Hofstra University, USA

According to the feedback from participants and audi-
ence, the workshop was highly successful. The call for
papers had garnered 27 excellent proposals, ultimate-
ly resulting in 9 papers presented at the conference.
These presentations attempted to theorize iconicity
and iconology, but also gave an overview of possible
approaches to the field through case studies.

Klaus Rieser attempted to delineate a theory of ico-
nicity. Bent Sgrensen looked at “Icons of Transgres-
sion” (Charles Manson & Patty Hearst), arguing that
such icons bridged the normative and the extraordi-
nary. Ingrid Gessner critically assessed the role of the
National Park Service as a guardian of historical ico-
nicity. David Monod presented a preliminary iconog-

raphy of the blues musician as icon. Katherine Hoff-
man traced the historical shifts in the production and
reception of Dorothea Lange’s famous photograph Mi-
grant Mother. Virginia Luzon-Aguado connected the
star image of Harrison Ford to the American frontier
myth. Eliane Elmaleh presented African American art-
ists” usage of the American flag, pointing out how that
symbol/icon has been reinforced and contested. Louis
Kern also focused on the U.S. flag by looking at the is-
sue of flag desecration and the First Amendment. Kay
Koppedrayer took yet another look at the flag: Through
a study of the use of U.S. flags at a Lakota Sundance,
she elucidated how this icon’s meaning is determined
in part in the particularities of its use.

The workshop thus touched upon issues in art his-
tory, history, ethnography, ethnic studies, popular cul-
ture studies, and — obviously - visual culture studies.
The participants and various audience members agreed
that the topic was as yet underdeveloped and a thor-
ough interdisciplinary study should be attempted. Pub-
lication opportunities are in development. Interested
scholars can contact: Klaus.rieser@uni-graz.at.

Workshop 25

Nature Representation and the Geo-Environmental
Development of the United States

Mark Luccarelli, University of Oslo, Norway
Steven Hartman, V&xjo University, Sweden

The workshop combined literary and historical/social-
science approaches to related questions concerning: 1)
the implications of a conception of landscape consis-
tent with Van Wyck Brooks’s observation that America
is “half-built” — a landscape alternating between un-
mediated poles of dynamism and destruction, “life and
death”; and 2) the potential of pastoral projects, in a
variety of forms, to help reconceptualize America and
its native landscape(s). The responses might be classi-
fied broadly into two categories. Three papers took on
the theme of decay and destruction of the landscape,
arriving at startlingly similar conclusions, while the
remaining contributions debated the impacts and to
some degree even the legitimacy of American pastoral
projects.

Eric Sandeen presented work by photographers
Robert Adams and Camilo Vergara, the former map-
ping the expansion of Denver suburbs in the 1970s and
the latter chronicling the decay of neighborhoods in a
near-Detroit suburb over several years in the 1980s;
striking hybrid environments emerge in both cases,
as Adams’ work presents a technologized, capitalistic
culture that imprints its value on the land at the fringe
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of metropolis, while Vergara’s work seems to confirm
nature’s reemergence closer to the heart of metropolis,
with the establishment of a “stabilized ruin” as only
one of many possible consequences. With reference to
a geographical spread of historical precedents, such
as the Love Canal tragedy in the 1970s, as well as il-
lustrations drawn from environmental apocalyptic lit-
erature such as Cormac McCarthy’s The Road, David
Nye introduced his notion of the “anti-landscape” as
denoting landscapes rendered incapable of supporting
human communities. Likewise Erik Kielland-Lund ex-
plored the apocalyptic landscape of Don DeLillo’s Un-
derworld in which the hyper-real supersedes reality.
Fredrik Bragger and Ekaterina Stetsenko chose to
focus on problematic contradictions and limitations of
American literary ecocentrism. Brggger argues that
key culturalizations of the concept of nature’s wild-
ness — as synonymous, for instance, with freedom -
have served in effect to prevent the evolution of an
effective environmental politics, especially insofar as
they have been powerfully validated in the American
nature writing tradition by such central figures as Hen-
ry David Thoreau and Gary Snyder; Stetsenko, on the
other hand, criticizes “the movement from civilization
to nature” purportedly evident in the contemporary
American novel’s “synthetic ecological conscious-
ness,” as a somewhat shallow attempt at a zero-sum
negation of a destructive historic trend from nature
to civilization. Ron Bosco’s paper presented Ralph
Waldo Emerson as a land-owner and planner who at
one time had contemplated building a house at Walden
Pond with a commanding view of the landscape — a
metaphor for Emerson’s transcendental irreverence for
ecology. By contrast, in his discussion of writer Wal-
lace Stegner’s lifelong critique of American rootless-
ness, Steven Hartman focused on his subject’s emer-
gence as a public intellectual of the American West
who, in his own words, had been “born on wheels”
and shaped in relief as it were by the migratory life’s
deprivation of community and its disintegrating effect
on the family structure; viewing his own early life in
cautionary terms as typical of the modern American
experience, Stegner argued for the necessity of devel-
oping a multi-generational ethic of land stewardship in
which landscape could not be imagined independent of
human communities, just as communities could not be
formed and sustained without disillusioned reference
to the physical limitations of land and climate. Final-
ly, Torben Huus Larsen examined the case of Norris,
Tennessee, planned and built in the 1930s under the
TVA, against the backdrop of the town’s celebrated
reputation as an example of unprecedented democrat-
ic town planning, Larsen focused on urban planners’

contradictory practices of neglecting racial diversity
by quietly sacrificing all ambitions of social equity for
African Americans.

Workshop 26

Multicultural Autobiography: Cultural ‘Plura’ in
American Self-Writing

Dilek Direnc, Ege University, 1zmir, Turkey

Klara Kolinska, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech
Republic

The workshop featured seven papers revolving around
the genre of autobiography in the context of contem-
porary multiculturalism, both as theoretical discourse
and cultural practice. The introductory paper by Elvira
Osipova proposed the concept of “semi-autobiogra-
phy” as a particularly apt format of narrating a per-
sonal story which becomes a story of any dictatorship
and escape therefrom. Along similar lines, Rocio G.
Davis discussed the sub-genre of family autobiogra-
phy, as a type of collaborative autobiography, which
typically serves the purpose of historical narrative in
American ethnic writing. Camelia Elias, analyzing
the structure of Raymond Federman’s “blogosphere,”
argued that potentially “all writing is self-writing” in
becoming “a constitutive act of self-representation.”
Elias focused, likewise, on the function of the reader in
the specifics of the genre, that being “to graph the au-
thor’s ‘auto’ perception in a pseudo-biographical ges-
ture.” Tanfer Emin Tung, using the example of black
feminist poet Lucille Clifton, explained the transgres-
sion of self-writing per se towards the feminine and
feminist spheres, in which the genre performs the tasks
of resisting not only white ethnic, but likewise mascu-
line hegemony, and thus contributes to evidencing the
complex history of social oppression in the US. Nico-
leta Alexoae Zagni explored the particularly abundant
and varied field of Asian-American memoir, and the
means by which its texts redefine, recreate and deter-
ritorialize the self “by inscribing a palimpsestic his-
tory of filiation and affiliation.” Silvia Schultermandl
applied the case study of Palestinian American writer
Lisa Suhair Majaj and considered the prevalent dilem-
ma of Arab American women in being torn between
(not necessarily self)constructed identities of gender
and national(ist) belonging.
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Workshop 27:

Passing Blacknesses

Nilsen Gokcen, Dokuz Eylul University, 1zmir, Tur-
key

Michaela Mudure, Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj,
Romania

This panel’s focus was on passing as one of the most
intriguing concepts of American history and which
has triggered numerous literary and artistic represen-
tations. The seven participants in this workshop dis-
cussed passing from a wide array of perspectives as
a literary trope and an act of transgression threaten-
ing the bipolarity of American racial politics. Since
some passing stories involve American icons such as
Jefferson, some papers dealt with examples of histo-
riographic fiction including figures and events from
American history. Whether with or without historical-
ly recognizable characters, passing was discussed as a

The participants of Workshop 12

topic standing at the intersection of race, gender and
class, for it is closely related not only to skin color but
also to matrilineage vs. patrilineage, ownership and
private property. Because whiteness is an invention for
the protection of a set of privileges, the papers demon-
strated how passing for white has inevitably inspired
racial and ethnic groups other than African-Americans
and how it has served as a catalyst of 19th-century
Southern racial politics in which European immigrants
threatened the bipolarity of black and white. At the end
of the discussions, passing emerged as a complex is-
sue in which the paradoxes of American history are
inscribed and which has intimate ties with hybridity
and liminality. The workshop as a whole also dem-
onstrated that the responses to passing have become
increasingly positive in contemporary fiction and art
where it is employed to reveal the fluidity of identity
and unreliability of physical racial markers, mocking
and exposing the constructedness and susceptibility of
the whole concept of race.
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2010 BIENNIAL EAAS CONFERENCE
26-29 March, Dublin, Ireland
Forever Young? The Changing Images of America

"The youth of America is their oldest tradition;
it has been going on now for three hundred years."
— Oscar Wilde

Among the first explorers of America, many avowedly
went looking for the fountain of youth. Whether or not
this was the goal of all, America always represented
the idea of a fresh start in pre-colonial and colonial
days, and the history of American immigration up to
our times testifies to the power of this image. But the
image of America entertained by the population of the
United States on the one hand and by non-Americans
on the other has also been in a state of constant vac-
illation. Conflicting images and conceptions have in
turn taken hold of imaginations, structured political
arguments and determined reactions to positions or
attitudes adopted by the United States. From an ob-
ject of desire and yearning to one of diffidence, fear
or hostility, from being seen as a benevolent power to
being rejected for its unilateralism, the United States
has in turn behaved and/or been perceived as libera-
tor, oppressor, a haven or an evil empire, generous or
selfish, conservative or constantly innovative. Does it
still make sense to think of the United States as the
‘forever young’ country of the new, in Seymour Mar-
tin Lipset’s terms, ‘the First New Nation’? How does
one account for the varying perceptions of America,
temporally and spatially or culturally. How does lit-
erature affect the image of America? How do the arts?
How does history? How does the desire to establish an
American tradition, a permanent hunger for ‘the new
thing” and the recent recourse to permanent reinterpre-
tation cohabitate? Is it because America is or no longer
feels or looks ‘young’ that disaffection has set in? Or is
the loss of “that lovin’ feelin’” a temporary moment in
the evolution of America’s image? Are the various im-
ages of America, within and without, a hindrance to its
actual evolution? This conference invites an examina-
tion, from all angles and in all periods, of the way im-
ages of America (based on reality, prejudice or fancy)
impact its self-perception and its perception abroad.

Deadlines:

January 31, 2009: Deadline for submission of work-
shop and parallel lecture proposals to include a one-
page abstract and a half-page c.v. of potential work-
shop chairs and parallel lecturers — with little or no
formatting. Workshop chairs from the 2008 Oslo
conference cannot be workshop chairs in Dublin.

Please do not submit proposals for individual work-
shop papers at this time. Such propositions may be
sent to the selected workshop chairs who will be an-
nounced in the May 2009 issue of the ASE Newsletter.

September 1, 2009: Workshop paper proposals
(with 150-200 word abstract) to be sent to Workshop
Chairs by those proposing individual papers.

September 15, 2009: Deadline for sending the tenta-
tive list of speakers and titles of workshop papers
to be included in the October 2009 issue of ASE.

December 1, 2009: Deadline for submitting final
titles of papers and names and addresses of speak-
ers to the conference organizers.

January 10, 2010: Deadline for information to be in-
cluded in the 2010 biennial conference program.

Please send all information via e-mail to the EAAS
Secretary General, Jenel Virden, at virden@eaas.eu.
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EAAS TRAVEL GRANT REPORTS

Irene Bakhur, Minsk State Linguistics University,
Minsk, Belarus

Research Project: “The Artistic Peculiarities of Mod-
ern Afro-American Historical Novel”

Institution: Warsaw University, Library of the Ameri-
can Studies Center

Thanks to the Intra-European Grant awarded by the
European Association for American Studies and per-
sonal support of Dr. Tomasz Basiuk | had an opportu-
nity to spend a fruitful month in Poland and conduct
my research at the library of the American Studies
Center, Warsaw University (July 2007).

I would like to express my gratitude to EAAS, Dr.
Hans-Jlrgen Grabbe, Dr. Tomasz Basiuk, and all the
people involved who contributed to my work in War-
saw. | would also like to thank the personnel of the
library who provided me with access to all the library
books, journals, and periodicals available. Overall,
I managed to study more than two hundred different
books, articles, and critical pieces on the topic of my
research making the bibliography of my dissertation
quite impressive. | have to stress that most of them are
not available at the libraries in my country, especially
the recent issues of the journals.

The main focus of my interest lay on Slave narra-
tives and such novels as Roots by A. Haley, Beloved by
T. Morrison, Amistad by A. D. Pate, Middle Passage,
and Oxherding Tale by Charles Johnson. From the
sources I studied, I obtained a lot of useful information
about the history of slave narratives and their structural
elements. Even the first slave narratives show a certain
semblance to the traditional picaresque novel. But this
feature in the narratives of the slaves results more from
their own experience than from the need to shape the
description of their lives for a literary purpose. The
slaves who became narrators in that period led a sur-
prisingly autonomous or semi-autonomous life. Like
the picaro, they were often adventurous not just in the
act of escape but throughout their lives.

One of the most interesting theoretical books that
has helped to shape the concept of my dissertation is
Henry Louis Gate’s The Signifying Monkey: A Theo-
ry of African-American Literary Criticism. Gates ar-
gues that “Monkey’s language of Signifying functions
[serves] as a metaphor for formal version, or inter-
textuality within African American literary tradition”
(Gates xxi). The ideas presented in the book gave me a
new understanding of some aspects of African Ameri-
can Fiction. Besides, | managed to read a few novels.

Of special importance for my concept is John Oliver
Killens’s novel The Cotillion, or One Good Bull is
Half the Herd. This novel will allow me to revise the
structure of my dissertation by adding one more pe-
riod to the history of the African American novel in my
study — the Black Art Movement.

I have collected various materials concerning the
novel Beloved by Tony Morrison, which will allow
me to discuss at least five different discourse types:
the dominant discourse of slavery, the discourse of the
good mother, the discourse of masculinity, of black
solidarity, and the psychoanalytical pre-Oedipal dis-
course of object relations.

I am currently processing the materials collected
during my work at the library of the American Stud-
ies Center, and | am sure to use most of them in my
dissertation and articles on the corresponding topics,
which | am planning to complete by the end of the
academic year.

This was a memorable stay, and | hope that all the
students who were awarded the grant have benefited
from their stay at other universities as much as | have.
| was the first Belarusian to get this honor. There will
be more, | am sure.

Emma Barber, Royal Holloway, University of Lon-
don, England

Research Project: “The Impact of the American Civil
War on the Medical Profession”

Institutions: Library of Congress Manuscript Divi-
sion, National Archives of the United States, National
Library of Medicine, Museum of Civil War Medicine

| was extremely honoured and privileged to obtain the
travel grant from the EAAS which provided me with
the means to undertake an extended research trip to the
United States. Like most students of US History who
are based outside of the United States, | am indebted
to the wonderful research projects such as the “Making
of America” project, a digital library of primary sourc-
es in American history from the antebellum through
reconstruction. However, whilst access to scanned im-
ages and facsimiles of primary sources are available to
the European student of US History, as any historian
will tell you this is nothing compared to the oppor-
tunity to actually encounter the sources first hand, to
touch them and read them for yourself rather than rely
on somebody else to sift through the research for you.
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Using the travel grant from EAAS | arranged to
spend four weeks in Washington DC where my first
port of call was the National Archives of the United
States (NARA). Whilst there | was able to access the
surviving records of the Confederate Army Medical
Department. The majority of Civil War histories which
address medical care simply discuss the Union Army,
whereas since my thesis looks at the impact of the Civ-
il War as a whole on the medical profession | wanted to
be able to gain a complete picture of medical practice
during the period. Judging by notations made on the
boxes a number of these files had not been accessed
in nearly a century, and although intellectually I knew
that virtually all the Confederate Army records had
been destroyed in the fire at Richmond in 1865, to see
the fire damaged files suddenly made the framework
of my thesis, namely the Civil War, very real to me.

The archivists at the NARA were also extremely
helpful in helping me to locate the individual service
records of army surgeons. Through the secondary re-
search | had conducted whilst in England | had come
across the names of several surgeons who had played
significant roles in the field of postbellum American
medicine, and through locating and reading through
their wartime service files and correspondence | have
been able to locate material which has proved invalu-
able to the furtherance of my thesis.

The Manuscript Division of the Library of Con-
gress proved itself to be a hidden gem of a resource,
containing the private papers of many individuals who
worked on the periphery of medicine during the Civil
War and who are normally overlooked by studies, hos-
pital stewards and orderlies for example, and the in-
formation gathered here is currently being put to good
use in a chapter of my thesis on the changing role of
medical personnel.

Whilst in Washington | took advantage of my prox-
imity to many of the famous battlefields of the Civil
War to visit some of the battle sites. A trip to Gettys-
burg was especially fruitful, and 1 am indebted to the
extremely knowledgeable guides at the park for point-
ing me in the direction of further sources I would not
have considered otherwise, and for providing me with
information | was able to utilise in a conference paper
on the link between the Battle of Gettysburg and the
formation of American identity which I gave upon my
return to England.

Another invaluable resource to me during my stay
was that of the National Library of Medicine. This par-
ticular library was actually established during the Civil
War in order to keep a permanent record of the medical
procedures performed and texts written during the war
and beyond, and is now the foremost medical library in

the world. The librarians were quick to point me in the
direction of original medical journals and tracts, and |
was also able to read an original copy of the Medical
and Surgical History of the War of the Rebellion, a
complete record of all army medical cases during the
Civil War. 1 was able to gather information from this
source which | put to good use in a conference paper
| delivered on my return to the UK, aiming to dispel
many of the myths associated with Civil War medi-
cine. Using statistics gathered from this source on the
number of surgical operations performed during the
war and the number of instances in which anaesthe-
sia was administered, | was able to argue that contrary
to popular belief, there were relatively few cases in
which operations were performed without anaesthesia,
and that amputations were not as common as is usually
believed.

Owing to another travel grant | was able to extend
my research trip to the United States by another month
after my EAAS sponsored stay in Washington. Unfor-
tunately, however, my continued stay was not to prove
as fortuitous as that of my initial arrival. Whilst staying
with a friend in Michigan and using the State Archive
for research, her house was burgled and all computer
paraphernalia stolen, including my laptop bag which |
had not yet unpacked after my flight. This alas meant
that I lost not only my laptop, which had my half com-
pleted thesis on it, but also my flash drive which had
the only back up copy. Luckily I had packed a portion
of my paper notes in my suitcase, which had not been
touched by the robbers, but all of my electronic notes
on my research trip have been lost forever.

My visit to the United States was useful not only
in enabling me to gather and collect data not readily
available in the United Kingdom, but also in helping
me to gain a perspective on the Civil War and Ameri-
can attitudes towards it which you simply cannot get
from a text book or other scholarly work. These per-
spectives have proved invaluable to my research, and |
am indebted to the European Association for American
Studies for this opportunity.

Gudrun Lohrer, University of East London, School
of Social Sciences, Media and Cultural Studies, UK
Research Project: “Fighting epidemics through con-
duct: the campaigns against Tuberculosis and Polio in
US-American public health films from 1938 to 1957
Institutions: various

I would like to thank Prof. Grabbe and the EAAS again
for funding my research trip to the United States from

29




gt
Ve b

Asam b

May to July 2007. The grant proved to be of enormous
help to me. During the two months of my stay | was
able to finish the archival research of my PhD proj-
ect.

In the various archives | visited | found a wealth
of published and unpublished material on the status
of educational, recreational and public health/medical
film in general. The moment the United States entered
the Second World War movies became of ever-greater
importance. Thousands of training films were produced
to quickly improve the skills of the draftees, surgeons,
nurses and engineers. Films were used to train, educate
and entertain as well as for propaganda purposes. Not
only in the military but also on the home front movies
were seen as an important tool to support the war ef-
fort. From a military perspective motion pictures were
regarded as one of the two new weapons of the Second
World War (General George C. Marshall, 1944).

| found many documents showing the close working
relations between different organisations (governmen-
tal and voluntary), most interestingly documents of the
involvement of Hollywood film studios, directors and
producers in the fight against epidemic diseases. The
textual material I found will enable me to write about
the general discourse and perception of the égenrei of
educational/public health films from a medical as well
as from a military and educational perspective.

The films, posters, postcards, advertising and other
visual material I found will help me to contextualise
the individual films I am analyzing as case studies and
I will be able to write about the visual discourses of
health and illness as well as gender and sexuality in
the 1940s.

The research grant arrived just in time to enable me
to attend a Graduate Student Symposium organized by
the Washington Society for the History of Medicine,
where | presented my PhD project. My paper was well
received and the symposium proved to be not only an
interesting event but also an invaluable networking
opportunity.

| regard this archival research trip that was made
possible by the EAAS travel grant as being very suc-
cessful and I have now officially entered the write-up
stage of my PhD research. Thank you again.

Claudia Schwarz, Department of American Stud-
ies, University of Innsbruck, Innsbruck, Austria
Research Project: “The Ethics of Storytelling in
American Media and Literature: The Creative Power
of a Nation Committed to ‘the Truth’”

Institutions: Widener Library at Harvard University;

Hayden and Dewey Libraries at MIT; Library of Con-
gress in Washington, D.C. and others

The aim of my research visit in the United States in
the summer / fall of 2006 was to collect up-to-date and
first-hand material for my dissertation project. | came
back with much more material and many more ideas
than I had dared to imagine.

At the beginning | stayed in Cambridge/Boston for
two weeks and was able to work in the Widener Library
at Harvard University and the Hayden and Dewey Li-
braries at MIT. Even though | could not be granted
research scholar status at MIT because of a $1,000 fee
to be paid by the inviting institution (MIT Communi-
cations Forum) that could not be waived, there were
no restrictions in access to the MIT libraries and com-
puter facilities on campus that would have affected my
research work. Due to the rich holdings at the libraries
in Cambridge | had excellent access to the most cur-
rent publications in the field of my research.

After the participation in a three-day annual meet-
ing of the Emily Dickinson International Society at
the University of Maryland, 1 continued my research
for ten days at the Library of Congress in Washington,
D.C., where | was granted reading room privileges. My
research at the Library of Congress mainly focused on
the early years of journalism in the United States. In
the Newspaper and Current Periodical Reading Room
I could explore the originals of earliest periodical print
media, especially from Boston and Pennsylvania. To
work with the original old manuscripts was wonderful.
Moreover, experts working at the library supported me
with additional ideas, resources, and information.

Since one of my ambitions is to illuminate both the-
oretical and practical aspects of story ethics in the con-
text of American media studies, | contacted and met
one of the U.S. correspondents of the Austrian public
broadcasting company (ORF), Christian Lininger. He
took the time to show me the offices and studio of the
ORF in Georgetown/Washington, D.C., introduced me
to the staff, and discussed his present and former work
as a foreign correspondent with me. The perspective of
someone working with and through American media
in a very practical manner is indispensable for the ap-
proach to my own research project.

At the US west coast, | was mainly interested in a
project run at Sonoma State University. Unfortunately,
several requests to do research in their archives and to
meet people working for Project Censored were not
answered (they finally were — on the day | returned
to Austria). Nevertheless, | went there to make use of
the library’s considerable holdings of material on me-
dia criticism. Even on campus | could not establish
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contact with people involved in the project. Since the
overall working conditions did not quite meet my ex-
pectations, | decided to move on to Stanford Universi-
ty, where | was immediately granted access to reading
rooms and stacks. At the humanities library | found a
perfect place to elaborate and deepen my research and
got valuable impulses to explore media ethics from
the angle of the very new field of media anthropol-
ogy. A short stay at the easily accessible and equally
well-equipped University of California at Los Angeles
rounded off my three-weeks stay in California.

Before heading home I stopped over in New York,
where | had hoped to be admitted to the live broadcast-
ing of John Stewart’s news parody “The Daily Show.”
Unfortunately, tickets were not available to the pub-
lic at that time. However, | was able to visit The New
York Times and to follow the media-hype around the
5-year anniversary of 9/11 right in New York.

The two months in the United States were of im-
measurable value for my academic progress. | found,
accessed, collected, and copied material 1 would oth-
erwise not even have known to exist. | was able to
discuss major aspects of my ideas and findings with
the people I met and had the possibility to experience
American media culture first-hand.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the
EAAS for supporting my academic endeavor.

Istvan K. Vida, Institute of English and American
Studies, The University of Debrecen, Hungary
Research Project: “The Participation of Hungarian
Political Emigrants in the American Civil War”
Institutions: Texas Christian University, National Ar-
chives Southwest Region, Fort Worth, Texas; National
Archives and The Library of Congress, Washington,
D.C.

When | was considering applying for the Transatlan-
tic Grant of the European Association for American
Studies, what I had in mind was finding the means to
travel to the United States and finish collecting the last
bits and pieces of information that | had not been able
to get hold of when | was overseas for the first time
in 2002-2003 as a Fulbright visiting researcher at the
University of Maryland, and which seemed indispens-
able for writing my dissertation.

Without the generous support of EAAS | probably
would not have been able to spend a month in America
in 2007 and it would have been impossible to track
down most of the archival sources and printed mate-
rial. But this grant enabled me to achieve more than |

had expected: | had the opportunity to discover some
new sources through which I will definitely be able to
widen the scope of my dissertation.

| am writing my dissertation on the first consid-
erable wave of Hungarian immigrants in the United
States of America, most of whom arrived after the de-
feat of the Hungarian War of Independence in 1848/49.
As the largest number of these political refugees set
their foot on American soil right before or during the
visit of Lajos Kossuth, legendary leader of the Hun-
garian freedom fighters, this particular wave of immi-
gration to the United States is generally referred to as
Kossuth emigration. The Kossuth emigration and the
participation of its members in the American Civil War
are what | focus on in my doctoral dissertation.

What did I accomplish during my stay in the United
States? Actually a lot more than | had ever hoped to. |
had the opportunity to investigate one of the most in-
triguing chapters of my topic. In the Southwest Region
of the National Archives in Fort Worth, TX | could
finally prove that there were a number of Hungarians
who settled down in the later Confederate states, what
is more, there were some of them who even joined
the Confederate armed forces in the War between the
States. Texas was definitely the most important Hun-
garian community in the antebellum South and thus
this was definitely the place for me to go. | made ex-
tensive use of the archival sources, | did a thorough
research of the books that were not available in the li-
braries elsewhere, and also, | did a little digging in the
genealogical research databases. With the help of all
this, I feel that now | have a much clearer conception
of the "Southern” Hungarians, and | better understand
their motivations for joining the ranks of the Confeder-
ate army in a war that, quite frankly, seemed to be none
of their business. The sources, however, showed that
many of the Hungarians assimilated into the American
society, considered it to be their adopted country, even
applied for American citizenship and therefore felt that
it was their patriotic duty to volunteer. In contrast to
earlier assumptions, slavery was not a central issue for
most of them, although | even managed to find traces
of Hungarian slave-owners in the archival records!

I was lucky enough to be able to travel to Washing-
ton, D.C. as well, where | spent a week or so. Despite
the usual heat and humidity, | enjoyed my stay very
much, and I also had the opportunity to do last-minute
research among the military records of the National
Archives and also to check some books in the Library
of Congress. As the Hungarian participants and their
military careers in the United States are intended to
be given particular importance in my doctoral dis-
sertation, and | have managed to identify a number
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of individuals who appeared to be Hungarians in the
muster rolls of the Union and Confederate armies, |
definitely needed to check their service records as well
as their pension files in order to be able to verify their
nationality and re-construct the stages of their military
careers. Therefore, | was working long hours in the ar-
chives, and I identified a number of Civil War soldiers
of Hungarian origin, indeed.

| decided to widen the scope of my work right then
and there, as | managed to locate numerous Hungar-
ian immigrants in the Census data. | had been working
with Census data before, and in the National Archives
I could correct many of the mistakes in my digital data-
base. Moreover, | was able to compile a list of Hungar-
ian passengers arriving onboard ships between 1847
and 1865. All of this finally made it possible to make
more accurate estimates concerning the actual num-
ber of Hungarians who wound up on the shores of the
United States of America in the mid-19th century and
who decided to settle down. My research also proved
that they typically applied for American citizenship,

which illustrates well that they looked upon the US as
their adopted country.

| am indebted to the European Association for
American Studies for providing me the means to travel
overseas and do research in various archives and li-
braries. The month | spent in Texas and Washington,
D.C. was really challenging academically, and, as | see
it, | managed to make the best use of it. Moreover, the
Transatlantic Grant enabled me to pay a visit to the
country the culture and history of which | teach day
by day at my home university. | consider these bits
and pieces of first-hand experience invaluable, and,
although this time I had to lay much more emphasis on
the actual research, | feel that I absorbed as much of
the American culture as I could during this relatively
short period of time, and | am convinced that as a re-
sult I have grown as a scholar, as a teacher and as a
person. | am at least as grateful to EAAS for this as for
the academic opportunities.
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MESEA CONFERENCE REPORT 2008

6th International MESEA Conference: the panel “Migrating Narratives, Migrating Subjects:
“Migration Matters: Immigration, Homelands, and  Transnational Re-imaginings of National Histories”
Border Crossings in Europe and the Americas” explored U.S. ethnic literatures and histories through
Leiden, June 25-28, 2008 narratives that reposition the nation within a transna-

tional framework and a pluralized analysis of com-

The 6th international biennial MESEA conference, munity histories in order to expose the implications
“Migration Matters,” co-sponsored by Leiden Univer- border crossings have on political histories, immigrant
sity, the Netherlands Royal Academy of Arts and Sci-  subjects, and generic forms. The panelists triangulated
ences, and the United States Embassy in The Hague, U.S.-Europe-Africa and U.S.-Mexico-Asia as well
was held at Leiden University in the Netherlands from as hemispheric U.S.-Latin American methodologies to
June 25 through June 28, 2008. The conference was reconsider national histories and the impact different
attended by more than 250 scholars from thirty-five types of migration have had on the narration of such
countries. histories. In “The Cultural Politics of Race and Nation

Columbia University Professor Saskia Sassen’s in the United States and Great Britain: A Comparative
opening keynote lecture explored the ways in which Perspective, 1945-Present,” panelists problematized
the global city facilitates the transformation of citi- the notion of “cultural politics,” drawing attention to
zenship in today’s post-national states, allowing im- the ways in which such political processes take form
migrants to reposition themselves as rights- ~on the cultural terrain. The papers explored
bearing subjects and to successfully conceive the two counter-forces of a dialectic that has
ways of entering into the democratic process. shaped the political cultures of the United
In a second plenary lecture, sociologist Han States and Great Britain throughout much of
Entzinger (Erasmus University Rotterdam) MESEA the post-war era: the construction of main-
historicized and discussed the recent shift in stream discourses around conceptions of race
integration policies in the Netherlands from a multi- and nation on the one hand, and the formation and mo-
culturalist to an assimilationist approach, comparing bilization of communities around languages of race,
Dutch policies with developments in other immigra- ethnicity, and locality, on the other.
tion countries in Western Europe. In the closing key- The 2008 MESEA Young Scholar Excellence
note, African-British visual artist and scholar Lubaina Awards were given to Maria Boletsi, Leiden Univer-
Himid discussed her recent art projects Naming the sity (The Netherlands), for her essay “Migratory Cul-
Money (2004) and Negative Positives (2007), in which tural Objects in the Balkans (or, When the Sound of
she reclaims the identities of black slaves and servants the Other Sounds Strangely Familiar),” and Monika
in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Europe and de-  Fodor, University of Pecs (Hungary), for “We Just
constructs the media images of blacks in Britain by Are: Narrative Construction of Liminality among Sec-
exposing and critiquing the racial preconceptions that ~ond- and Third-Generation Hungarian-Americans.”
underwrite those images. The keynote lectures, the Young Scholars Award

In more than sixty panels, scholars from a variety —essays, and a peer-reviewed selection of papers pre-
of disciplines addressed aspects of immigration, home-  sented at the conference will be published in one or
lands, and border crossings in Europe and the Ameri-  two conference volumes.
cas, elucidating why “Migration Matters.” The mul- Various social events during the conference offered
tiplicity of angles from which the conference theme an opportunity to renew friendships and make academ-
was approached is reflected in the panel titles, such ic contacts: a welcome dinner at the foot of the historic
as “Expatriation and Spacelessness,” “Human Traf- fortress in the center of Leiden, a reception in the city
ficking,” “Slavery History, Memory,” “Transnational hall hosted by the mayor, and the traditional confer-
Migration,” “Migration, Gender and Public Policies,” ence banquet. Two highlights were a bus excursion to
“Multiethnic Immigrations in Film,” “Perilous Border the Peace Palace in The Hague, seat of the Interna-
Crossings in Contemporary Film,” “Detention Cen- tional Court of Justice (ICJ) and the Permanent Court
ters and Other Border Paradoxes,” “Diaspora, Exile, of Arbitration (PCA), and an evening of readings by
Relocation and Language,” “Transnational and Tran- authors Gordon Henry, Aritha Van Herk, Isabel Hov-
scultural Migrations and the Challenge of U.S. Ethnic ing, and Marie-Héléne Laforest.
Studies in the Twenty-First Century.” For example,
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The EAAS Web Site provides information about the European As-
sociation for American Studies — The Articles, Officers and Board,
Constituent Members. Information on American Studies and related
fields in Europe can be found under different entries in the navigation
menu: upcoming conferences and the activities of member organiza-
tions under Conferences and Events and the ASE Newsletter. A new
category, EAAS Archive & History has recently been added. This sec-
tion includes lists of EAAS conferences since 1957 and of the officers
since 1954. The link to European Journals is another feature which is
hoped to be both valuable and practical for widening the peripheries of
intellectual exchange among European Americanists.

Aboul EAAS

The Artlcles

Offlexrs angd Baard

Censlltuant Mombars “'.'-“

Conferences & Evenis . '

EAAS Neworks “' Eurgpean Assoclation
EAAS L-Distribetion List for Amerncan Studies

EAAS Publications
EAAS Travel Grants
Beok Rovisws

Euvrapeas lournals

EAAE Arehlve & Histery
Links

Imprint

The EAAS Mailing List is our free EAAS-L distribution list that dis-
seminates to its subscribers, information pertaining to American Stud-
ies in Europe. Thus, it provides a venue for member associations as
well as individual subscribers to post and, at the same time, to have
access to information that might be useful to Americanists in Europe,
such as research news, teaching projects, information about new in-
ternet resources, announcements of conferences, grants, fellowships,
job opportunities, calls for submissions for Books and Journals and
inquiries concerning American Studies in Europe in general. Members
are encouraged to subscribe — if they are not already subscribers - to
the EAAS Mailing List to follow up with recent academic activities
conducted in Europe and thus contribute to maintain a dynamic inter-
action among the European Americanists. Members who wish to an-
nounce new publications are requested to include in their posting: Full
bibliographical information (author/editor, title, place, publisher, and
year of publication), ISBN number, retail price (and possibly discounts
for EAAS members) and a 100-word abstract.

EAAS-L is moderated by Jaap Verheul, Utrecht University, The Neth-
erlands
E-mail: Jaap.Verheul@Iet.uu.nl

To contribute to EAAS-L, please send your messages to:
eaas-l@mailman.let.uu.nl.

To see the collection of prior postings to EAAS-L, you can visit
EAASL Archives which is only available to the list members.

To subscribe to EAAS-L online, please fill out the form available at
http://mailman.let.uu.nl/mailman/listinfo/eaas-|.
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THE AMERICAN STUDIES NETWORK

President:

Prof. Valeria Gennaro Lerda
Centro Studi Euro-Atlantici

Via Balbi 6

6126 Genova, Italy

E-mail: valeria.gennaro@libero.it

Treasurer:

Vice-President:

Prof. Erik Asard

The Swedish Institute for North American Studies
Engelska parken, Humanistiskt centrum
Thunbergsvégen 3L, P.O. Box 527

751 20 Uppsala, Sweden

E-mail: erik.asard@engelska.uu.se

Prof. Cornelis A. van Minnen
Roosevelt Study Center

P.O. Box 6001

4330 LA Middelburg,
The Netherlands
E-mail: ca.v.minnen@zeeland.nl

The American Studies Network (ASN) is a group of
European centers involved in American Studies. The
idea of a network of centers arose during the European
Association for American Studies (EAAS) meeting in
London in April, 1990. The ASN was founded in No-
vember, 1990 in Berlin at a meeting of interested di-
rectors of American Studies centers. The initial group
of eight members has expanded to include almost 20
members from all over Europe.

All members take an interdisciplinary approach to
American Studies; are independent organizations with
some of their own sources of funding, not exclusively
linked to a university; have some research facilities;
and are committed to a role of public service to the
community at large. ASN works in close association
with the EAAS. Its goals are those of promoting the
study of the United States by close cooperation of the
different institutions interested in this area of study.
The ASN exists to provide mutual support for all the
centers involved, help channel the flow of information
on resources among the members and the community,
establish joint projects that will increase cooperation
and productivity and thus integrate the European stud-
ies of America. The ASN is willing to act as an advi-
sory group to encourage the development of American
Studies, particularly in Eastern and Central Europe.

One of the key activities of the ASN is the networking
of resources and information such as the availability of
visiting scholars for lecturing at the different institu-
tions. Through different means of communication, the

ASN hopes to make available to members the library
resources of each center and establish an interlibrary
loan facility. Another goal is that of promoting the ex-
change of scholars and students of the different cent-
ers. One of the specific ASN projects is the establish-
ment of the American Studies Network Book Prize,
a prize of €1,000 for a remarkable book published in
English by a European scholar on any aspect of Ameri-
can Studies. The jury for that biennial prize, presented
at the EAAS conferences, is comprised of representa-
tives from the EAAS and the ASN. The deadline for
submitting books for this prize is announced in the
EAAS newsletter in the year preceding the EAAS con-
ference.

The Directors of the ASN member centers meet eve-
ry year to discuss the joint projects and accept new
members. The presidency of the ASN rotates among
the current directors. In order to become a member,
an institution should write and apply to the current
president. The prospective institution should include a
dossier with information on itself. Any institution that
wishes to become a member should comply with the
following four criteria:

1. Be an independent organization with some kind of
external funding, although it may be linked to an-
other institution such as a university or library.

Be of an interdisciplinary nature.

Have research facilities and carry out research.

Be of public service to the community by, for exam-
ple, providing a public library or research archive.

2.
3.
4,
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THE AMERICAN- STUDIES NETWORK MEMBERS

Austria

Salzburg Seminar American Studies Center (Salzburg)
http://www.salzburgseminar.org

Belgium

American Studies Center (Mons-Hainaut)
http://www.umh.ac.be/ASC/

Denmark

Center for American Studies (Odense)
http://www.sdu.dk/Hum/amstud/

Center for the Study of the Americas (Copenhagen)
http://uk.cbs.dk/forskning_viden/institutter_centre/in-
stitutter/csa

France

Centre Interdisciplinaire de Recherches Nord-Améri-
caines (Paris)
http://www.sigu7.jussieu.fr/recherche/pagelabos.php?
num=101D

Germany

John F. Kennedy Institute (Berlin)
http://www.jfki.fu-berlin.de/

Heidelberg Center for American Studies (Heidelberg)
http://www.hca.uni-hd.de/en/

Center for United States Studies (Halle-Wittenberg)
http://www.zusas.uni-halle.de/en_index.html

Center for North American Studies (Frankfurt am
Main)
http://web.uni-frankfurt.de/zenaf/

Great Britain
The David Bruce Centre for American Studies
(Keele)

http://lwww.keele.ac.uk/depts/as/Dbruce/bruce.htm

Eccles Center for American Studies (London)
http://lwww.bl.uk/ecclescentre

Arthur Miller Center for American Studies (Norwich)
http://www.uea.ac.uk/eas/centres/miller/miller.intro.
shtml

Rothermere American Institute (Oxford)
http://www.rai.ox.ac.uk/index.html

Italy

Centro di Studi Americani ed Euro-Americani “Piero
Bairati” (Turin)
http://incipit.sisbib.unito.it/~simone/bairati/e-index.
htm

Centro Studi Americani (Rome)
http://www.centrostudiamericani.org

Centro Studi Euro-Atlantici (Genoa)
http://www.dismec.unige.it/laboratori_centri/CSEA

Netherlands

Roosevelt Study Center (Middelburg)
http://www.roosevelt.nl

Poland

American Studies Center (Warsaw)
http://www.asc.uw.edu.pl/

Spain

Institute for North American Studies (Alcald)
http://www.iuien-uah.net/

Sweden

The Swedish Institute for North American Studies
(Uppsala)

http://www.engelska.uu.se/sinas.html

Other useful links:

Institute for the Study of the Americas (London)
http://americas.sas.ac.uk/

Rothermere American Institute (Oxford)
http://www.rai.ox.ac.uk/institute/index.html
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CONSTITUENT ASS

OCIATIONS OF EAAS

AAAS e« Austrian Association for American
Studies
Website: http://www.univie.ac.at/Anglistik/aaas/

President: Heinz Tschachler, Institut fir Anglistik
und Amerikanistik, Universitat Klagenfurt, Univer-
sitatsstrae 65-67, 9020 Klagenfurt, Austria

Phone: +43 (0) 463 2700 2523 Fax: +43 (0) 463 2700
2599

E-Mail: Heinz.Tschachler@uni-klu.ac.at

Vice President: Klaus Rieser, Universitat Graz, Insti-
tut fur Amerikanistik, Attemsgasse 25/11, 8010 Graz,
Austria

Phone: +43 (0)316 380 8201 Fax +43 (0)316 380
9768

E-mail: klaus.rieser@uni-graz.at

Secretary: Eleonore Wildburger, Institut fiir Anglis-
tik und Amerikanistik, Universitat Klagenfurt, Univer-
sitatsstrale 65-67, 9020 Klagenfurt, Austria

Phone: +43 (0) 463 2700 2500 Fax: +43 (0) 463 2700
2599

E-mail: Eleonore.Wildburger@uni-klu.ac.at

Treasurer: Eugen Banauch, Institut fur Anglistik
und Amerikanistik, Universitdt Wien, Univ.-Campus
AAKH/Hof 8, Spitalgasse 2, 1090 Wien, Austria
Phone: +43 (1) 4277 42414 Fax: +43 (1) 4277 42497
E-Mail: eugen.banauch@univie.ac.at

BELAAS ¢ Belarusan Association for American
Studies

Chair: Yuri V. Stulov, World Literature Department,
Minsk State Linguistic University, 21 Zakharova St.,
Minsk 220034, Belarus

Phone: +375 17 288 2563

E-mail: stulov@yahoo.com

Vice-Presidents:

Tatiana Komarovskaya, Russian and World Literature
Department, Belarusan State University

Phone: +375 17 284 8610

Natalia Simourova, Dept. of English, Belarus State
Economics University, 26, Partizanski Ave., Minsk,
Belarus 220000

Phone: +375 247 8117

Secretary: Irina lvleva, Lexicology Deptartment,
Minsk State Linguistic University, 21 Zakharova St.,
Minsk 220034, Belarus

Phone: +375 17 288 2563

Treasurer: Svetlana Kernozhitskaya (freelance),
Phone: +375 17 288 25 63

BLASA +« Belgian Luxembourg American
Studies Association
Website: http://blasa.studentenweb.org

President: William L. Chew I, Vesalius College,
Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels, Belgium

Phone: +32 2629 2686 Fax +32 2629 3637

Email: wchew@vub.ac.be

Vice-President for Belgium: Gert Buelens, Ghent
University, Rozier 44, 9000 Ghent, Belgium

Phone: +32 9 264 3700 Fax: +32 9 264 4184

E-mail : Gert.Buelens@UGent.be

Vice-President for Luxembourg: Jean-Jacques We-
ber, Centre University, Avenue de la Faiencerie 162A,
1511 Luxembourg

Phone: +352 4666 44216 Fax +352 4666 44217
E-mail: jean-jacques.weber@ci.educ.lu

Treasurer: Patricia Costa, Vesalius College, Plein-
laan 2, 1050 Brussels, Belgium

Phone: +32 2 629 3946 Fax +32 2 629 3637

E-mail: pcosta@vub.ac.be

Secretary: Maggie Nicholson, Commission for Edu-
cational Exchange, Boulevard de I’Empereur 4, 1000
Brussels, Belgium

Phone: +32 2 519 5770 Fax +32 2519 5773

E-mail: fulbright@kbr.be

BASA e Bulgarian American Studies Association

President: Julia Stefanova, Executive Director, Bul-
garian-American Fulbright Commission, 17 Alexander
Stamboliiski Blvd., 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria

Phone: + 359 2 981 85 67 Fax: +359 2 988 45 17
E-mail: jstefanova@fulbright.bg

Vice-President: Kostadin Grozev, Department of His-
tory, University of Sofia, 15 Tzar Osvoboditel Blvd.,
1502 Sofia, Bulgaria
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Phone: + 359 2 93 08 366
E-mail: kgrozev@gmail.com

Treasurer: Madlen Danova, Department of English
and American Studies, University of Sofia, 15 Tzar
Osvoboditel Blvd., 1502 Sofia, Bulgaria

Phone: +359 888 32990

E-mail: MDanov2004@yahoo.co.uk

CSAA ¢ Czech and Slovak Association for Amer-
ican Studies

President: Marcel Arbeit, Department of Eng-
lish and American Studies, Palacky University,
Krizkovského 10, 771 47 Olomouc, Czech Republic
Phone: +420 68 563 3104 Fax: +420 68 563 3111
E-mail: arbeit@aix.upol.cz

Vice-President: Alena SmieSkova, Department of
English and American Studies, University of Constan-
tin the Philosopher, Stefanikova 67, 949 01 Nitra, Slo-
vakia

Phone: +421 87 775 4242 Fax: +420 68 563 3111
E-mail: asmieskova@ukf.sk

Secretary: Michal Peprnik, Palacky University,
Ktizkovského 10, 771 47 Olomouc, Czech Republic
Phone: +420 68 563 3113 Fax +420 68 563 3111
E-mail: peprni@ffnw.upol.cz

Treasurer: Roman Trus$nik, Toma$ Bata University in
Zlin, Mostni 5139, 760 01 Zlin, Czech Republic
Phone: +420 576 032 329

E-mail: trusnik@fhs.utb.cz

AFEA ° French Association for American Studies
Website: http://www.afea.fr/

President: Jacques Pothier, Université Versailles-
Saint Quentin, 63 rue des Marais, 92190 Meudon,
France

Phone: +33 146 26 70 72 Fax: +33 1 39 25 56 92

E-mail: Jacques.Pothier@sudam.uvsq.fr

Vice-Presidents:

Pierre Gervais, Université Paris 8, 9 boulevard Ras-
pail, 75007 Paris, France

Phone: +331 4548 6301

E-mail: pgervais@ehess.fr

Marie-Claude Perrin-Chenour,
(Université Paris X) 39 rue de la Butte aux Cailles,
75013 Paris, France

Phone: +331 4580 5710 96 Fax: +331 4580 5710
E-mail: marie-claude.chenour@wanadoo.fr

Secretary: Guillaume Marche, Université Paris 12,
15 rue Parrot, 75012 Paris, France

Phone: +33 143 46 94 81

E-mail: gmarche@univ-paris12.fr

Treasurer: Hélene Aji, Université du Mans, Passage
Reilhac, 39 bd de Strasbourg, 75010 Paris, France
Phone: +33 1 44 79 03 62

E-mail: Helene.Aji@univ-lemans.fr

DGfA ¢ German Association for American Studies
Website: http://www.dgfa.de

President: Peter Schneck, Fachbereich Sprach- und
Literaturwissenschaft, Institut fir Anglistik und Ame-
rikanistik, Universitdt Osnabrick, Neuer Graben 40,
49069 Osnabriick, Germany

Phone: +49 541 9694412 Fax: +49 541 9694738
E-Mail: schneck@dgfa.de

Vice President: Jirgen Wilzewski, FB Politikwissen-
schaft,

Universitat Kaiserslautern, Postfach 3049, 67653 Kai-
serslautern, Germany

Phone: +49 0631 205-3816

E-Mail: wilzewski@dgfa.de

Executive Director: Carmen Birkle, Institut fiir An-
glistik und Amerikanistik, Philipps-Universitdt Mar-
burg, Wilhelm-Ropke-Stralle 6, 35032 Marburg, Ger-
many

Phone: +49 6421 28-24345 Fax: +49 6421 28-24343
E-Mail: executive_director@dgfa.de

BAAS ¢ British Association for American Stud-
ies
Website: http://www.baas.ac.uk/

Chair: Heidi Macpherson, Faculty of Humanities,
De Montfort University, The Gateway, Leicester LE1
9BH, Great Britain

Phone: +44 (0) 116 257 7317

Fax: +44 (0) 116 257 7199

E-mail: hmacpherson@dmu.ac.uk

Secretary: Catherine Morley, School of Humani-
ties, Oxford Brookes University, Gipsy Lane Campus,
Headington, OX3 OBP, Great Britain

Phone: +44 (0) 1865 484977

E-mail: catherinemorley@brookes.ac.uk
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Treasurer: Theresa Saxon, Department of Humani-
ties, University of Central Lancashire, Preston PR1
2HE, Great Britain

Phone: +44 1772 893026 Fax: +44 1772 892924
E-mail: TSaxon@uclan.ac.uk

HELAAS ¢ Hellenic Association for American
Studies
Website: http://www.enl.auth.gr/helaas

President: Smaragda Yemenetzi-Malathouni, Aristo-
tle University of Thessaloniki, School of English, De-
partment of American Literature and Culture, 54124
Thessaloniki, Greece

Phone: +30 231099 74 74

E-mail: yemene@enl.auth.gr

Vice President: Theodora Tsimpouki, University of
Athens, Faculty of English Studies, University Cam-
pus Zografou, 15784 Athens, Greece

Fax: +30 17 24 89 79

E-mail: tsimpouki@enl.uoa.gr

Secretary: Vassilis Manoussakis, University of Pelo-
ponnese, Departments of Philology and History, Ar-
chaeology and Cultural Heritage Management, Uni-
versity Campus, 24100 Kalamata, Greece

Phone: +30 27210 65140

E-mail: vman2007@ath.forthnet.gr

Treasurer: Tatiani Rapatzikou, Aristotle University
of Thessaloniki, School of English, Department of
American Literature and Culture, 54124 Thessaloniki,
Greece

Phone: +30 2310 997414 Fax: +30 2310 94 74 32
E-mail: trapatz@enl.auth.gr

HAAS ¢ Hungarian Association for American
Studies
Website: http://primus.arts.u-szeged.hu/american/haas/

Chairperson: Lehel Vadon, Department of American
Studies, Eszterhdzy Karoly College, Egészséghaz u. 4,
3300 Eger, Hungary

Phone: +36 36 520 400/3041

E-mail: Ivadon@ektf.hu

Secretary General: Irén Annus, Institute of English
and American Studies, University of Szeged, Egyetem
u. 2, 6722 Szeged, Hungary

Phone: +36 62 544 264

E-mail: iannus@lit.u-szeged.hu

Treasurer: Gabriella Varrd, North American Depart-
ment, University of Debrecen, Egyetem tér 1, 4010
Debrecen, Hungary

Phone: +36 52 316 666/22152

E-mail: gabriella.varro@gmail.com

IAAS ¢ Irish Association for American Studies
Website: http://www.americanstudiesinireland.dcu.ie/

Chair: Tony Emmerson, School of History and Inter-
national Affairs, University of Ulster, Coleraine, Co.
Londonderry, BT52 1SA, Northern Ireland, United
Kingdom

Phone: +44 28 7032 4644 Fax: +44 28 7032 4925
E-mail: emmerson@eaas.eu

Vice Chair: Aoileann Ni Eigeartaigh, School of Hu-
manities, Dundalk Institute of Technology, Dundalk,
Co. Louth, Republic of Ireland

E-mail: aoileann.nieigeartaigh@dkit.ie

Secretary: Michael Hinds, Head of the School of Hu-
manities, Mater Dei Institute, Clonliffe Road, Dublin
3, Republic of Ireland

E-mail: michael.hinds@materdei.dcu.ie

Treasurer: Susan Norton, School of Languages, Dub-
lin Institute of Technology, Dublin, Republic of Ire-
land

Phone: +353 1 402 4712

E-mail: susan.norton@dit.ie

AISNA - Italian Association for North American
Studies
Website: http://www.aisna.net/

President: Marina Camboni, Universita degli Studi
di Macerata, Facolta di Lettere e Filosofia, Corso Ca-
vour 2, 62100 Macerata, Italy

Phone: +39 0733 2584028 Fax: +39 0733 2584380
E-mail: camboni@unimec.it

Vice-President: Laura Coltelli, Universita di Pisa,
Dipartimento di Anglistica, Via S. Maria 67, 56126
Pisa, Italy

Phone: +39 050 2215866

E-mail: coltelli@angl.unipi.it

Vice-President: Daniele Fiorentino, Universita degli
Studi di Macerata, Facolta di Lettere e Filosofia, Corso
Cavour 2, 62100 Macerata, Italy

Phone: +39 0733 2584036 Fax: +39 0733 2584380
E-mail: dfiorentino@unimc.it
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Secretary: Valerio Massimo De Angelis, Universita
degli Studi di Macerata, Facolta di Lettere e Filosofia,
Corso Cavour 2, 62100 Macerata, Italy

Phone: +39 0733 2584043 Fax: +39 0733 2584380
E-mail: deangelis.va@tiscali.it

Treasurer: Giuseppe Lombardo, Dipartimento di Stu-
di Internazionali e Comunitari, Inglesi e Angloameri-
cani, Facolta di Lettere e Filosofia, Universita di Mes-
sina, Localita Annunziata — 98100 Messina

E-mail: ahab@i2000net. it

NASA ¢ Netherlands American Studies
Association
Website: http://www.let.uu.nl/nasa/

President: Wil Verhoeven, English Department, Uni-
versity of Groningen, P.O.Box 716, 9700 AS Gronin-
gen, The Netherlands

Phone: +31 50 363 5838 Fax: +31 50 363 5821

E-mail: w.m.verhoeven@let.rug.nl.

Secretary: Marja Roholl, History Department, Eras-
mus University, Rotterdam, P.O.Box 1738, 3000 DR
Rotterdam, The Netherlands

E-mail: roholl@mit.edu and roholl@fhk.eur.nl

Treasurer: Kees van Minnen, Roosevelt Study Cen-
ter, P.O.Box 6001, 4330 LA Middelburg, The Nether-
lands

Phone: +31 118 631590 Fax: +31 118 631593

E-mail: rsc@zeeland.nl

PAAS ¢ Polish Association for American
Studies
Website: http://paas.org.pl

President: Jerzy Kutnik, Department of American
Literature and Culture, Maria Curie-Sktodowska Uni-
versity, P1. Marii Curie Sktodowskiej 4, 20-031 Lub-
lin, Poland

Phone: +48 81 5372 609 Fax: +48 81 537 5279
E-mail: kutnikjr@hektor.umcs.lublin.pl

Vice President: Marek Wilczynski, Department
of American Literature and Culture, University of
Gdansk, ul. Wita Stwosza 55, 80-952 Gdansk, Poland

Secretary: Radostaw Rybkowski, Department of
American and Polish-American Studies, Jagiellonian
University, Rynek Glowny 34, 31-010 Krakow, Po-
land

E-mail: radoslaw.rybkowski@uj.edu.pl

Treasurer: Zuzanna Ladyga, American Literature
Department, University of Warsaw, ul. Nowy Swiat 4,
00-497 Warszawa, Poland

Phone: +48 22 6252 862 Fax: +48 22 6252 931
E-mail: z.ladyga@uw.edu.pl

APEAA + Portugese Association for Anglo-
American Studies
Website: http://www.malhatlantica.pt/apeaa/

President: Mario Avelar
E-mail: mcavelar@univ-ab.pt; avelar@netcabo.pt

Vice President: Maria Filipa Palma dos Reis
E-mail: mfpreis@univ-ab.pt

Secretary: Maria do Céu Marques
E-mail: mariaceu@univ-ab.pt

Secretary: Jeffrey Scott Childs
E-mail: jchilds@univ-ab.pt; jetchilds@iol.pt

Treasurer: Ricardo Prata
Phone: + 351 239 716287
E-mail: ricprata@univ-ab.pt

Please address all correspondence to:

Universidade Aberta, Ruada EscolaPolitécnica, n°147,
1269-001 Lisboa, Portugal

Phone: +351 213 916 346 Fax: +351 213 973 229

RAAS ¢ Romanian Association for American
Studies
Website: http://wwwz2.raas.ro

President: Adina Ciugureanu, Department of Eng-
lish and American Studies, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius
University Constanta, Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus,
Constanta, Romania

Phone: +40 241 551773 Fax: +40 241 543045
E-mail: adina.ciugureanu@seanet.ro

Vice President: Roxana Oltean, Faculty of Foreign
Languages, Department of English, Univ. of Bucharest,
7-13 Pitar Mos Street, 70151 Bucharest, Romania
Phone: +40 727 77 34 66

E-mail: roxana.oltean@txmail.ro

Secretary: lleana Marin, Faculty of Letters, Ovidius
University Constanta, Aleea Universitatii 1, Campus,
Constanta, Romania

Phone: +40 241 551773 Fax: +40 241 543045
E-mail: marini@u.washington.edu
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Treasurer: Ludmila Martanovschi, Department of
English and American Studies, Faculty of Letters,
Ovidius University Constanta, Aleea Universitatii 1,
Campus, Constanta, Romania

Phone: +40 241 551773 Fax: +40 241 543045
E-mail: ludmila_martan@yahoo.com

RSAS ¢ Russian Society for American Studies
Website: http://www.rsacs.journ.msu.ru

President: Yassen Zassoursky, Moscow University,
Department of Journalism, Moscow University, Mok-
hovaya ul. 20, Moscow, Russia

E-mail: dean@journ.msu.ru

Vice Presidents:

Tatiana Venediktova, Moscow University, Department
of Philology, 1st Humanities Buildig, room 970, 119
899 Moscow Vorobiovy Hills, Moscow, Russia
E-mail: vtatiana@mtu-net.ru or vened@philol.msu.ru

Eugene Yazkov, Moscow University, Department of
History, 1st Humanities building, room 690, 119 899
Moscow Vorobiovy Hills, Moscow, Russia

E-mail: amstud@hist.msu.ru

Secretary: Larisa Mihaylova, Moscow State Univer-
sity, Department of Journalism., 22, Olimpiisky prosp.,
apt. 43, 129110, Moscow, Russia

E-mail: larmih@gmail.com

Skandinavia

NAAS ¢ Nordish Association for American Stud-
ies; Website: http://www.NAAStudies.com

DAAS ¢ Danish Association for American Stud-
1es

FASA ¢ Finnish American Studies Association
Website: http://www.helsinki.fi/hum/renvall/pam/
fasa/

TAAS ¢ Icelandic Association for American Stud-
1es

Norway; Website: www.asanor.com
SAAS ¢ Swedish Association for American Stud-
ies; Website: www.engelska.uu.se/saas.html

President: Jopi Nyman, Department of Foreign Lan-
guages and Translation Studies, University of Joensuu,
P.0.Box 111, 80101 Joensuu, Finland

Phone: 358 13 251 4331 Fax: 358 13 251 4211
E-mail: jopi.nyman@joensuu.fi

Board Member from Denmark: Jgrn Brgndal, Cen-

ASANOR ¢ American Studies Association of

ter for American Studies, University of Southern Den-
mark, Campusvej 55, 5230 Odense M, Denmark
Phone: +45 65 50 21 90

E-mail: brondal@language.sdu.dk

Board Member from Finland: Mikko Saikku, Ren-
vall Institute, University of Helsinki, Unioninkatu
38A, 00014 University of Helsinki, Finland

Phone +358 9 191 23292

E-mail: mikko.saikku@helsinki.fi

Board Member from Iceland: Julian d’Arcy, Depart-
ment of English, University of Iceland, 101 Reykjavik,
Iceland

Phone: +354 525 4450 Fax: +354 525 4410

E-mail: jaydarcy@hi.is

Board Member from Norway: David Mauk, Depart-
ment of Literature, Area Studies and European Lan-
guages (ILOS), University of Oslo, P. O. Box 1003,
Blindern, 0315 Oslo, Norway

Phone: +47 22 85 8083 Fax: +47 22 85 68 04

E-mail: d.c.mauk@ilos.uio.no

Board Member from Sweden: Anders Olsson,
Mittuniversitetet, Harnosand Campus, S-871 88
Harndsand, Sweden

Phone: +46 0611 86162 Fax: +46 0611 86170

E-mail: Anders.Olsson@miun.se

AEDEAN ¢ Spanish Association for English and
American Studies
Website: http://www.aedean.org

President: Maria Socorro Suérez, Departamento de
Filologia Anglogermanica y Francesa, Campus de Hu-
manidades, Universidad de Oviedo, 33011 Oviedo,
Spain

Phone: +34 985 10 4574 Fax: +34 985 10 4574
E-mail: lafuente@uniovi.es

Secretary: Ignacio Palacios, Departamento de
Filoloxia Inglesa, Avenida Alfonso Castelao, Univer-
sidade de Santiago de Compostela, 15782 Santiago de
Compostela, Spain

Phone: +34 981 56 3100 ext. 11890 Fax: +34 981 57
4646

E-mail: iafeans@usc.es

Treasurer: Alberto Lazaro, Departamento de Filologia
Moderna, C/ Trinidad 3-5, Universidad de Alcala,
48001 Alcala de Henares, Spain

Phone: +34 91 885 4474 Fax: +34 91 885 4441
E-mail: alberto.lazaro@uah.es
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SANAS ¢ Swiss Association for North-American
Studies
Website:http://www.sagw.ch/dt/mitglieder/outer.asp?
id=16

President: Deborah Madsen, English Department,
Faculté des Lettres, University of Geneva, 1211 Ge-
néve 4, Switzerland

Phone: +41 22 379 7884

E-mail: Deborah.Madsen@Iettres.unige.ch

Secretary: S&mi Ludwig, Université de Haute-Alsace
LLSH: Lettres, Langues et Sciences Humaines, 10 rue
des Fréres Lumiere, 68093 Mulhouse Cedex, France
E-mail: samuel.ludwig@uha.fr

Treasurer: Christina Ljungberg, Englisches Seminar,
University of Zurich, Plattenstrasse 47, 8032 Zirich,
Switzerland

Phone: +41 44 634 3551 Fax: +41 44 634 4908
E-mail: cljung@es.uzh.ch

ASAT « American Studies Asociation of Turkey
Website: http://www.asattaed.org/asat_pages/
info_pages/index.php?

President: Gulriz Buken, Department of History, Fac-
ulty of Economics, Administrative and Social Scienc-
es, Bilkent University, 06800 Bilkent, Ankara, Turkey
Phone: +90 312 290 2341 Fax: +90 312 266 2820
E-Mail: Buken@bilkent.edu.tr

Vice President: Aysu Aryel Erden, Department of
English Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, Cankaya University, Ogretmenler Cad. No.
14 Balgat, 06530 Ankara, Turkey

Phone: +90 312 284 41 74

E-Mail: aysuerden@cankaya.edu.tr

Secretary: Tanfer Emin Tunc, Department of Ameri-
can Culture and Literature, Faculty of Letters, Hac-
ettepe University, Beytepe Campus, 06532 Ankara,
Turkey

Phone: +90 312 297 85 00

E-Mail: tanfer@hacettepe.edu.tr

Treasurer: Akca Atac, Department of History, Admin-
istrative and Social Sciences, Faculty of Economics,
Bilkent University, 06533 Bilkent, Ankara, Turkey
Phone: +90 312 290 3259 Fax: +90 312 266 2820
E-mail: cakca@bilkent.edu.tr

42




gt
Ve b

R T

CONSTITUENT ASSOCIATIONS: NEWS

News from BAAS

The major forthcoming BAAS event in autumn 2008
is the Association’s Annual Postgraduate conference,
“America and The West.” The keynote speaker will be
Professor Judith Newman (Nottingham University).
The conference takes place at the University of Ex-
eter, on November 15th 2008. For more details contact
baas@exeter.ac.uk

The top American Studies event in Britain during the
coming academic year will undoubtedly be the BAAS
annual conference, to be hosted at the University of
Nottingham from 16th to 19th April 2009. This will be
the 54th annual meeting of BAAS and will, as always,
be a multi- and inter-disciplinary feast of American
Studies panels, and will include a series of plenaries
by major guest speakers. For further details check the
BAAS website, or contact the conference organiser Ce-
leste-Marie Bernier at baas2009@nottingham.ac.uk.

The Eccles Centre for American Studies at the Brit-
ish Library in London continues to provide a vibrant
programme. Forthcoming autumn events include ap-
pearances by Tommie Smith, as part of Black History
month, a trans-Atlantic panel of journalists celebrating
the centenary of Alistair Cooke’s birth, Martin Hal-
liwell, on US writers in Paris, Sir Robert Worcester
plus US party political representatives debating the ap-

proaching presidential election, Professor Matthew
Jones demonstrating some of the British Library’s spe-
cialist US foreign policy resources, Congressman Jay
Rhodes and George Hochbrueckner in conversation
with students. In the spring Timothy Garton Ash and
Larry Sabato will be on the programme. Check the
Centre’s website at http://www.bl.uk/ecclescentre.

London University’s Institute for the Study of the
Americas also presents a programme of events in Lon-
don, listed on their site at http://americas.sas.ac.uk/.

The famous 1951 scroll manuscript of Jack Kerouac’s
On The Road will be exhibited at the University of
Birmingham from 3 December to 27 January. Events
Iniked to the exhibition include a two conference on
12th-13th December, an evening film event on 12th
December, and a British Beat poetry reading on the
evening of 21 January 2009. Further details can be
found at http://www.kerouac.bham.ac.uk/index.htm.

The American Politics Group of the UK will be mount-
ing a one-day colloquium at the US Embassy in Lon-
don on November 14th, and its next annual conference
will take place at St. Anne’s College, Oxford Univer-
sity 8th-10th January 2009. For details see http://web.
mac.com/americanpoliticsweb/Site/Welcome.html.
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TERRA FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIPS

Terra Foundation for American Art Fellowships
at the Smithsonian American Art Museum in
Washington, D.C.

Terra Fellowships at the Smithsonian American Art
Museum seek to foster a cross-cultural dialogue about
the history of art of the United States. They support
work by scholars from abroad who are researching
American art or by U.S. scholars, especially those who
are investigating international contexts for American
art. The fellowships are residential and support full-
time independent and dissertation research.

The collection of the Smithsonian American Art Mu-
seum spans the nation’s artistic heritage, representing
outstanding visual accomplishments from the seven-
teenth century to the present day. Comprising more
than 40,000 objects, this unparalleled collection in-
cludes special strengths in nineteenth-century land-
scape painting, American impressionism, twentieth-
century realism, New Deal works, photography and
graphic art, folk art, Latino art, and African American
art.

Each scholar is provided a carrel in the Fellowship Of-
fice located across the street from the Museum. Availa-
ble research resources there include a 180,000-volume
library that specializes in American art, history, and
biography; the Archives of American Art; the National
Portrait Gallery; and the graphics collections of SAAM
and NPG; as well as a variety of image collections and
research databases. Conveniently located in downtown
Washington, D.C., the Museum and Fellowship Office
are a short walk from other Smithsonian museums and

libraries, the Library of Congress, the National Ar-
chives, and the National Gallery of Art. During their
stay at the Smithsonian American Art Museum, schol-
ars will be part of one of the nation’s oldest and most
distinguished fellowship programs in American art,
and will have the opportunity to attend a wide variety
of lectures, symposiums, and professional workshops.
Short research trips are also possible.

Support

The stipend for a one-year predoctoral fellowship is
$27,000, plus research and travel allowances. The sti-
pend for a one-year postdoctoral or senior fellowship is
$42,000, plus research and travel allowances. Postdoc-
toral and senior fellows are eligible for a substantial
stipend supplement to assist with relocation, research,
and housing costs. The standard term of residency for
fellowships is twelve months, but shorter terms will
be considered; stipends are prorated for periods of less
than twelve months.

All applicants are strongly encouraged to discuss
their research proposals with potential Smithsoni-
an advisors before submitting applications.

For research consultation, contact:

Dr. Virginia Mecklenburg at +1 202 633 8381 or meck-
lenburgv@si.edu; or Dr. Cynthia Mills at +1 202 633
8354 or millsc@si.edu.

Applications are due January 15, 2009
For applications and general information, visit Ameri-

canArt.si.edu/fellowships or email SAAMFellowships
@si.edu.
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CALLS FOR PAPERS

Calls for conference papers are published regularly on the EAAS website: http://www.eaas.eu/events.htm

June 26-28, 2009

NAHA-Norway 2009: Cultural Inventions, Trans-
plantations and Transnationalisms in Norwegian
America

The Norwegian Emigrant Museum, Ottestad, Norway

The tenth seminar of the Norwegian-American His-
torical Association, Norway Chapter, entitled Cultural
Inventions, Transplantations and Transnationalisms in
Norwegian America will be held on June 26-28, 2009,
at The Norwegian Emigrant Museum, Ottestad near
Hamar, Norway. As its theme title suggests, the sem-
inar organizers welcome a wide range of paper top-
ics within Norwegian-American studies. The seminar
both emphasizes the study of the entire migration pro-
cess and different approaches to the adaptation process
among Norwegian immigrants and their descendants
in America. We are particularly interested in papers on
subjects related to migration across national frontiers
and different aspects of Norwegian-American history,
culture, and ethnicity in a multicultural context.

NAHA-Norway encourages seminar contributions
based on many academic traditions. Topics related to
literary, linguistic, and religious studies, to history, so-
cial science, fine and folk arts, and cultural studies — as
well as multi- and interdisciplinary approaches — are
appropriate. NAHA-Norway also emphasizes the need
to see Norwegian-American Studies in the context of
international migration and ethnic studies in general.
Presentations may be delivered in English or Norwe-
gian and, except for invited lecturers, should not ex-
ceed twenty minutes.

Prospective speakers are invited to submit a half-page
proposal and a one-page CV to NAHA-Norway Chair-
person Knut Djupedal, The Norwegian Emigrant Mu-
seum, 2312 Ottestad, Norway (knut.djupedal@emi-
grantmuseum.no) by November 1, 2008. For further
information please contact Knut Djupedal (knut.djupe-
dal@emigrantmuseum.no), Deputy Chair Terje Hasle
Joranger (tmhjora@online.no), or Recording Secretary
David C. Mauk (d.c.mauk@ilos.uio.no).

Those who wish to attend the seminar without giv-
ing a paper should also notify NAHA-Norway or The

Norwegian Emigrant Museum at the above address to
receive information (program, accommodations, reg-
istration).

April 3-4, 2009

The First International Conference of The Euro-
pean Society of Jamesian Studies: Henry James’s
Europe: Cultural (Re)appropriations and Trans-
textual Relations

The American University of Paris, Paris, France

“To have no national stamp has hitherto been a defect
and a drawback,” Henry James wrote to his friend T.S.
Perry in 1867. Yet he also considered that being an
American was “an excellent preparation for culture,”
insofar as Americans could deal, more freely than Eu-
ropeans, “with forms of civilization not their own,”
could “pick and choose and assimilate,” and in short
“aesthetically claim” their property wherever they
found it.

The first conference organized by “The European So-
ciety of Jamesian Studies” will examine the various
manners in which James achieved this aesthetic (re)
appropriation — “the vast intellectual fusion and syn-
thesis” he was dreaming of as a young writer. Con-
versely, what are the multiple ways in which he can
be considered as part of a European heritage, intercon-
necting the culturally distinct European identities, (re)
interpreting Europe, so to speak, “in the second de-
gree,” both ethically and aesthetically?

We mean to reevaluate the ethical quality of the whole
process, situated as it was at the meeting-point between
historical and inner culture. For young Henry James,
the American artist abroad possessed the unprecedent-
ed advantage of his “national cachet,” “a moral con-
sciousness,” an “unprecedented lighntess and vigour,”
which generated an active relation with the old conti-
nent — compared to the seemingly passive relation of
the European to his own history and heritage. How did
this energetic conception of art as an active cultural
force evolve, from the early interpretation of the inter-
national theme, the staging of American identity as in-
nocence beguiled, to the arcane poetics of redemption
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specific to the major phase? If art was indeed “making
life,” creating values, as James himself later reasserted
in his famous reply to H.G. Wells, didn’t those val-
ues prove to be at times, as again James enigmatically
put it in his NYE preface to “The Turn of the Screw,”
“positively all blanks™?

The process of aesthetic (re)appropriation is what we
more specifically refer to by borrowing Genette’s con-
ception of transtextuality as “all that puts one text in
relation, whether manifest or secret, with other texts”
(Palimpsests). The survey will draw on the whole of
HJ’s lifetime — the genesis of his works of fiction, the
question of literary influences, and his reinterpreta-
tions and reevalutions of European literary traditions
(through his fiction and critical essays). As transtextu-
al relations “stop nowhere,” we also mean to highlight
HJ’s symbolic “life after death,” from a receptionist
and transdisciplinary perspective — so as to include
the multiple and multiform reverberations of his own
work in modern and contemporary European fiction,
literary theory, theatrical or film adaptations.

Annick Duperray, Université de Provence:
annick.duperray@free.fr

Adrian Harding, Université de Provence & American
University of Paris: aharding@aup.fr

Dennis Tredy, Université de Paris 3 (Sorbonne Nou-
velle): dennis.tredy@wanadoo.fr

Please send proposals (300 words maximum) to An-
nick.duperray@free.fr & aharding@aup.fr

Deadline 15 November 2008.

The American University of Paris
31 avenue Bosquet
75007 Paris

Spring 2009 Issue
Literary Journalism Studies

Literary Journalism Studies, a new peer-reviewed
journal sponsored by the International Association for
Literary Journalism Studies (www.ialjs.com), invites
submissions of scholarly articles on literary journal-
ism, narrative journalism, literary reportage, reportage

literature, “new journalism” and the nonfiction novel,
as well as literary nonfiction and creative nonfiction
that emphasize cultural revelation. The journal is inter-
national in scope and seeks submissions on the theory,
history and pedagogy of literary journalism through-
out the world. All disciplines are welcome.

E-mail submissions as an MS Word attachments. Sub-
missions should be between 4,000 and 8,000 words,
including notes. A cover page indicating title of paper,
author’s name and institutional affiliation, and contact
information must accompany submissions. The au-
thor’s name should not appear on a 250-word abstract
or on the paper. Submissions will be blind reviewed.
All submissions must be in English and follow the
Chicago Manual of Style (Humanities). Please e-mail
all submissions or queries to the editor at hartsockj@
cortland.edu.

John C. Hartsock, Ph.D.
Editor, Literary Journalism Studies,
SUNY Cortland

Inaugural Note: Submissions will be accepted con-
tinuously. For the inaugural Spring 2009 issue, sub-
missions are due by 30 September 2008. Contributors
will receive one copy of the journal. Copyright reverts
to the contributor after publication with the provision
that if republished Literary Journalism Studies is cited
as the original publication.

Book Reviews: The journal includes a book review
section and invites short reviews of 1,000-2,000
words on the scholarship of literary journalism and re-
cent original works of literary journalism that deserve
greater recognition. Book reviews are selected by the
book review editors based on merit. Reviewers may
propose book reviews or write the book review editors
for suggestions. Usually reviewers will be responsible
for obtaining their respective books. Book reviews
and/or related queries should be e-mailed to Tom Con-
nery at thconnery@stthomas.edu or Susie Eisenhuth at
susie.eisenhuth@uts.edu.au.
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UPCOMING CONFERENCES

News of upcoming conferences are published regularly on the EAAS website: http://www.eaas.eu/events.htm

December 9, 2008

International Conference on Intercultural Studies
ISCAP

Centre for Intercultural Studies of the Polytechnic In-
stitute, Oporto, Portugal

The Centre for Intercultural Studies (www.iscap.ipp.
pt/~cei/) of the Polytechnic Institute of Oporto’s
School of Accounting and Administration (ISCA-1PP)
organizes and hosts an International Conference on In-
tercultural Studies, on 9 December 2008.

CEl invites all national and international researchers
who develop an active interest for the vast field of In-
tercultural Studies.

Paper proposals should cover, but not be restricted to,
one of the following broad subject areas:

Representations of Cultures

Journeys through Cultures

Translation and Interpreting

Compared Contemporary Legal Systems

Tourism and Intercultural Studies

Gender and Intercultural Studies

Learning / Teaching Languages and Cultures
Intra-Cultural Studies

The Portuguese Language in the World: New Ap-
proaches

Information Systems and Intercultural Studies
Economic and Cultural Globalization

Intercultural Studies in History / History and Intercul-
tural Studies

Papers that are accepted and actually read at the Con-
ference will be selected and considered for national
and international publication.

Further details at the Conference’s website: http:/
Www.iscap.ipp.pt/~cei/congresso.htm.

Clara Sarmento (cei@iscap.ipp.pt)

May 15-16, 2009

International Seminar: Stories of Nationhood in
Plural Societies

University of Aarhus, Denmark

The purposes of the seminar are, against the back-
ground of North American historical experiences, to
examine and discuss the significance of immigration
for historical and contemporary conceptions of nation-
hood / peoplehood and the role of social memory and
narrativity for social incorporation, public culture, the
identity of collectivities and academic historiography.

The seminar will take place over two full days and
consist of papers given by invited speakers followed
by a series workshops and master classes on the major
themes of the seminar.

Confirmed speakers:

Professor Francis Fukuyama (Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity/University of Aarhus), Professor Rogers Brubaker
(UC Los Angeles), Professor Desmond King (Oxford
University), Professor Rogers M. Smith (University of
Pennsylvania), Professor David Hollinger (UC Berke-
ley), Professor Eric Rauchway (UC Davis), Assistant
Professor Toméas R. Jimenez (UC San Diego), Profes-
sor Arlene Davila (New York University), Associate
Professor Bernard Eric Jensen (University of Aarhus),
Professor Richard Jenkins (University of Sheffield/
University of Aarhus), Professor Adrian Favell (Uni-
versity of Aarhus), Associate Professor Mark Hau-
gaard (NUI Galway), Professor Andrew Cohen (Carle-
ton University, Ottawa), Prof. Emer. Jack Granatstein,
Ottawa.

Access limited to 90. For further information and pre-
liminary application/registration, contact Associate
Professor of History Michael Boss, University of Aar-
hus at engmb@hum.au.dk.

Deadline for registration is March 1, 2009.
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FAAS Book Reviews

Please note that reviews are now part of our electronic journal, EJAS, the European Journal of American Stud-
ies (http://ejas.revues.org/index.html). For more information, see http://www.eaas.eu/reviews_guidelines.htm or
contact Theodora Tsimpouki:

Theodora Tsimpouki

EJAS Book Review Editor

University of Athens,

Faculty of English Studies, School of Philosophy,
University Campus Zografou 157 84 Athens, Greece.
Fax: +30 17248 979

E-mail: tsimpouki@enl.uoa.gr

Fditorial Notes

February 1, 2009  Deadline for the submission of updated member lists and Board members of National As-
sociations with e-mail addresses to the Secretary General of EAAS. Please note, however, that
new Board members should be reported right after their election since the website is updated
continuously and the officers must know who is representing whom.

Deadlines:

March 1, 2009 Deadline for submission of relevant information for the Spring 2009 ASE Newsletter to
the Editor-in-chief. Make sure to add “ASE-EAAS” (without quotes) to the subject line
of your e-mail(s).

Martin Heusser
Editor-in-chief

Simone Heller-Andrist
Assistant Editor
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